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On the evening of that first
day of the week, when the disci-
ples were together, with the doors
locked for fear of the Jewish lead-
ers, Jesus came and stood among
them and said, “Peace be with
you!” After he said this, he showed
them his hands and side. The dis-
ciples were overjoyed when they
saw the Lord. Again, Jesus said,
“Peace be with you! As the Father
has sent me, I am sending you.”
And with that, he breathed on
them and said, “Receive the Holy
Spirit. If you forgive anyones sins,
their sins are forgiven; if you do
not forgive them, they are not for-
given.” Now Thomas (also known
as Didymus), one of the Twelve,
was not with the disciples when
Jesus came. So the other disci-
ples told him, “We have seen the
Lord!” But he said to them, “Un-
less I see the nail marks in his
hands and put my finger where
the nails were, and put my hand
into his side, I will not believe.”
A week later, his disciples were
in the house again, and Thomas
was with them. Though the doors
were locked, Jesus came and stood
among them and said, “Peace be
with you!” Then he said to Thom-
as, “Put your finger here; see my
hands. Reach out your hand and
put it into my side. Stop doubting
and believe.” Thomas said to him,
“My Lord and my God!” Then Je-
sus told him, “Because you have
seen me, you have believed; bless-
ed are those who have not seen
and yet have believed.” Jesus per-
formed many other signs in the
presence of his disciples, which
are not recorded in this book. But
these are written that you may be-
lieve that Jesus is the Messiah, the
Son of God, and that by believing
you may have life in his name.
(John 20:19-31).

I this text, we read about Je-
n sus appearing to His disci-
ples, and about the disciple Thom-
as not believing what the others
saw. Because of his doubt, he gets
the very famous title of Doubting
Thomas. It’s not fair to single out
Thomas because, in Luke 24:10-
12, we see that the other ten disci-
ples also didn’t believe when they
heard the news of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion from Mary Magdalene and
other women. All of them doubt-
ed to a degree; not one of them
believed the verbal testimony of
the women whod just seen the
tomb. Scripture says it sounded
like nonsense to them. These are
the same guys who sat around the
table with Jesus not a few days be-
fore; these are the same guys who
had heard Jesus talk about His
death and resurrection again and
again. These are the same guys
who had been with Jesus from
the beginning of His earthly min-
istry. And they didn't believe the
news? I gather that if the disciples
themselves struggle with doubt,
then you and I are bound to deal
with doubt, especially since it’s
been over nineteen hundred years
since Jesus physically walked on
earth. I firmly believe that Jesus
lives today, and for those who've
accepted Him, He has a place in
our hearts, but that doesn’t mean
we don't have doubts. Every one
of us has doubts. First, we must be
willing to be honest about where
we are in our faith, where we

When Faith Feels Weak:
Thomas'’s Story and Ours

A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

BRO. DANIEL EASO

struggle, where we wrestle with
God. But unfortunately, instead of
having honest discussions about
doubt in our church groups,
we've believed that doubt may be
a sign of weakness. To admit that
we doubt in some areas of our
faith might show the larger world
that the church isn't as strong as
it seems. The belief is that if we
doubt anything about God, the
Bible, or the church, then we
might not be very strong at all.
But here is the truth: we all doubt
at some point. We doubt the big
things about God; we doubt the
little things about God; we doubt
things about the church; we doubt
things about our own faith; we all
have doubt at some point. We see
world events, and we doubt His
goodness. We see natural disas-
ters, and we doubt that He cares.
We see earthquakes, hurricanes,
volcanoes, tornadoes, and awful
things-lives ripped apart-and we
doubt if He cares. Then we look
at our current political landscape,
and we wonder if there is a God
at all. Maybe you've been praying
about something-maybe it’s a job,
maybe it's a relationship, maybe
it's a person in your family, maybe
it’s a big purchase you have, may-
be it’s a big decision youre com-
ing up with. When the outcome
doesn’t go our way, when it’s not

what we hope for, don’t we, as hu-
man beings, just for a second say-
God, where were you on that one?
What were you doing there? God,
I don’t understand. And if these
moments start to pile up one af-
ter another, we start to question
whether God is really for us and
not against us.

Doubt is one of Satans best
plays, and it starts at the very be-
ginning. In Genesis 3:1-7, it says
this: The serpent was craftier than
any of the wild animals the Lord
God had made. One day he asked
the woman, “Did God really say,
‘You must not eat from any tree in
the garden’?” The woman said to
the serpent, “Of course, we may
eat fruit from the trees in the gar-
den, but God did say, “You must
not eat fruit from the tree that is
in the middle of the garden, and
you must not touch it, or you will
die” But the serpent moved on,
“You will not certainly die,” the
serpent said to the woman. “For
God knows that when you eat
from it your eyes will be opened,
and you will be like God, know-
ing good and evil” The woman
was convinced. When she saw
that the fruit of the tree was good
for food and pleasing to the eye,
and also desirable for gaining wis-
dom, she took some and ate it. She
also gave some to her husband,

who was with her, and he ate it.
Then the eyes of both of them
were opened, and they realized
they were naked; so they sewed
fig leaves together and made cov-
erings for themselves. The woman
was convinced. It took one ques-
tion, one response, and that’s all it
took for Satan to begin his run of
deception and doubt. And it con-
tinued even with the major char-
acters of Scripture; we read about
Abraham and Sarah doubting
that they would have a son, even
though God had made His prom-
ise to them. We read about Moses
doubting his ability, even as God
had called him to speak. God
told him that God Himself would
give him the words to speak to
Pharaoh, but Moses still doubt-
ed. And even King David had his
doubts; in Psalm 13 he says, “How
long, Lord? Will you forget me
forever?” We see that some of the
most faithful in Scripture strug-
gled with doubt, and this doubt
comes from the greatest deceiver
history has ever known.

Satan doesn’t want to see God’s
people confident, and he doesn’t
want us to see God’s plan for us.
Satan wants us focused on our
doubts rather than on the person
and work of Jesus. Professor Allis-
ter McGrath said, “Think through
what will happen if Satan can
manage to get you obsessed with
your doubts. You'll start becom-
ing introverted, as you become
preoccupied with your doubts.
You'll look inwards, at yourself
and your state of mind. And you
will stop looking outwards, away
from yourself and toward the
promises of God, confirmed and
sealed through the death and res-
urrection of Christ. The more you
worry about your doubts, the less
you will look to God. Gradually,
those vital links with the life-giv-
ing grace of God will wither - and
your spiritual life will wither and
shrivel. Doubt will become un-
belief - because you allowed it to.
Feed your doubts and your faith
will starve - but feed your faith,
and your doubts will starve”

When we look inward toward our
brokenness, our faults, our short-
comings, we begin to despair. We
begin to think that there is no
hope; we start to think that God
couldn’t possibly deliver us from
the hurt or struggle that we are
currently facing, and that’s exact-
ly where Satan wants you to be
- looking at the current situation
with absolutely no hope.

But it gives me great pleasure
to let you know that the tomb is
empty, the stone has been rolled
away, death has been defeated,
and Jesus has risen. Because of
this, doubt doesn’t have to define
us. Thomas didn’t go to his grave
as doubting Thomas; everyone
knew him as doubting Thomas,
but in this text he encountered
Jesus, and it changed his life. So
this leads us to ask: what do we do
with the doubts we have? First, we
must recognize where and from
whom doubt comes; we know it’s
not from God. We must be honest
and take a hard look at where we
doubt God and His work. Doubt
must be met head-on. If we are
going to meet doubt head-on, how
do we do it? First, we pray—that’s
the way to communicate with our
God in heaven. Second, we find a
close friend, someone you trust,
to share what is going on in your
head. God doesn't want us to do
this alone, so we need to confide
in someone about our doubts. My
prayer is that this trusted friend
knows a few of God's promises
and can remind you of His good-
ness, His mercy, and His grace. By
remembering them, we can move
forward. But how do we move for-
ward? We move forward through
prayer, honesty about our doubts,
and trust in God's promises. The
Bible verses above show us that
Thomas moved forward after
an encounter with Jesus. An en-
counter with Jesus is the best way
to remedy doubt. Maybe your
encounter with Jesus is through
prayer, maybe it's through read-
ing the Bible, maybe it’s through
serving the community, or may-
be it’s serving around the world.
But the best way to combat doubt
is to seek the truth, and the truth
is wrapped up in the life, the
death, and the resurrection of Je-
sus Christ. The truth is that Jesus
died for your sins; the truth is that
death has no more sting; the truth
is that He has risen, and the grave
is no more. The truth is that be-
cause of this, we can stand before
God redeemed, washed in the
blood of Jesus, ready to worship
at the feet of God. An encounter
with the risen God changes ev-
erything. The fact that the tomb
is empty changes everything; the
fact that death is defeated changes
everything; the fact that your sins
are forgiven changes everything;
the fact that Jesus is alive and
reigns today changes everything.
Everything about your vision, ev-
erything about your perspective,
your focus, your habits, every-
thing changes when we have an
encounter with the risen Savior.
It changes the trajectory of your
life. God is big enough to handle
our toughest questions and our
deepest doubts. My prayer is that
doubt doesn’t define you today
and that when you ask Jesus to
come, you walk away saying the
same thing Thomas did-my Lord
and my God!
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