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“How long, LORD, must I call
for help, but you do not listen? Or
cry out to you, ‘Violence!’ but you
do not save? Why do you make
me look at injustice? Why do you
tolerate wrongdoing? Destruction
and violence are before me; there
is strife, and conflict abounds.
Therefore, the law is paralyzed,
and justice never prevails. The
wicked hem in the righteous, so
that justice is perverted.” (Habak-
kuk 1:1-4).

want to talk about a season or

zone of life that many of you
are going through but perhaps
don’t know how to describe. Ha-
bakkuk is in this season of life.
The term for it is the agony of di-
vine delay. This is the time in our
lives when we feel like a stoplight
is here. God does this to us so we
feel just as Habakkuk did, doing
what God has called us to do yet
seeing no results, as was Habak-
kuK’s case. He is a prophet, but
what he was prophesying is not
coming true. He had prophesied
about the judgment of God on
people, but the judgment wasn't
falling on them. The people who
were supposed to suffer according
to his prophecy were flourishing
and doing well. Justice was a joke,
it seemed, and anarchy, war, un-
rest, and lawlessness were break-
ing out everywhere, contrary to
his prophecy that it would change.
It was not changing. This season
of his life lasted for years.

He is trying to describe a zone
of life. Many of us are in this zone
today. This is the zone between
the tragedies, difficulties, and
problems that occur in our lives
and the time when God shows
up. This is the gap we call divine
delay. It's a divine delay; it'’s not
that God doesn’t know you are in
trouble and need help now. It’s a
season of life when we feel God
seems deaf or blind, uncaring and
uncompassionate about what we
are going through down here in
our world, and we wonder where
God went and where He is. There
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GoOD WANTS TO DO AMAZING THINGS THROUGH
vyou, BUT HE WANTS TO MAKE SURE THAT WHAT
HeE WANTS TO DO THROUGH YOU IS FIRST
ESTABLISHED IN YOU.

are millions of people every-
where in this world who are go-
ing through this zone of life, hop-
ing God comes through, but not
seeing any divine intervention;
it feels like that red light putting
your life on hold.

In the life of Joseph, we can see
this zone of divine delay: the time
between his seeing a dream from
God and telling his brothers about
it, and the period from that mo-
ment until he became prime min-
ister of Egypt. He went through a
terrible season when he felt God
didn’t intervene, didn’t show up,
and didn’t deliver him. He was so
concerned that his time was not
ending that, at one point, he tried
to tell the cupbearer of the king,
“remember me,” because the cup-
bearer was getting an early release
from jail. He said, “when you get
back to the presence of Pharaoh,
mention my name, I shouldn’t be
here” We can see that he was try-
ing to take it into his own hands
because what else can you do
when you don't feel that God sees
you or God is coming through for
you?

This is true for many of you

who are going through this sea-
son of your lives. The divine de-
lay zone, the place where you are
waiting for God to show up for a
breakthrough, is where the great-
est miracle in life happens within
us. This is also the greatest time
of fear, instability, disorientation,
and frustration, and its when
guilt and shame function most.
This is the zone of life when many
people can't take it anymore and
quit; they quit worshipping God
because they don’t feel like wor-
shiping Him; they feel that God
is not listening or caring for them
anymore. When we read Joseph’s
story, we only want to see his hap-
py ending, but we forget or com-
pletely disregard the long, hard
period between him seeing the
dream and becoming prime min-
ister. We love reading the begin-
ning and the end of the story, but
we don't like the middle. Don’t
forget that there were 40 years of
suffering for Moses; we also see
that Job’s story had a happy end-
ing, but don't forget his suffer-
ings. So many times, people like
Job quit in the middle because of
their friends. His friends tried to

explain to him for days and days
that he was going through all this:
“it's because of something you
forgot,” “someone you were un-
kind to,” “someone who was poor
and you didn't help,” and they all
came up with theories.

Today, in our churches and in
Christianity, we need champions
from this zone. We need heroes
from the middle to stand up and
say, “I don't know what the out-
come is,” as Job said, “Though He
slays me, yet will I hope in him;
I will surely defend my ways to
his face” (Job 13:15). The greatest
miracle in your life takes place in
this zone. The miracles through
you can never be bigger than the
miracles in you. God wants to do
amazing things through you, but
He wants to make sure that what
He wants to do through you is
first established in you. This type
of miracle only happens in the de-
lay zone, in the middle zone. The
problem with the middle zone
is that we don’t know how large
it is. You can only calculate the
middle. Are you at the beginning
of this middle? Or are you in the
middle of this middle? We are
now thrust into this middle. The
problem with the middle zone is
that we don’t know where we are.
Is this going to last a day, a week, a
month, or a year? We don’t know.
If it’s a divine delay, then it’s inten-
tional because nothing can delay
God. It was intentional for God
to do that to Joseph, to do that
to Habakkuk, to do that to Job.
It was very hard for them and for
many of us to love, worship, and
serve a God who is intentionally
not showing up for us. The only
thing we know is that God’s tim-
ing is perfect.

We need to build churches and
Christianity that are so strong, so
stable, and so durable that they
can stand all of Habakkuk’s com-
plaints; they can stand Job’s frus-
trations; they can stand Joseph’s
aloneness when he cries himself
to sleep in his cell at night, still no
divine intervention. You can be
so frustrated with a divinity that
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seems absent. We need to build
churches and Christianity that can
stomach and deal with the people
who are going through these hard
times and delay zones. Because
we want to have champions from
the middle, we want heroes who
can stand up and say, “I am going
through something right now. I
don’t know the answer. The out-
come was not the one I hoped
for. Here is what I learned, here
is what I figured out. I saw some-
thing when I was down there,
something happening inside me.
I don’t know what to call it. Now I
am a better human being, a better
human. I understand more than
ever what it means to be compas-
sionate and loving; my empathy
level is off the charts because I de-
cided not to fast-track through it
and pretend it wasn't happening.”
Our faith must be real enough;
our God must be real enough to
anyone in this world today.

We need to build churches
and Christianity today where you
can say to your friends and fam-
ily who are going through stuff,
‘come as you are’. They may say,
T don’t know if I can be around
the church, I don’t know if I can
be there, singing and showing
happiness. You can say, ‘You don't
know our church or our Chris-
tianity. You need to come as you
are. We have hundreds of people
in that zone of life, and they are
finding comfort and strength in
church, with people on their side’
Let’s let Joseph speak in his mid-
dle zone; let’s let Job speak in his
middle zone because that’s where
most of us are taken out.

If you are in the middle of your
divine delay, be strong and stable.
The best days are still to come, so
be bold and stand firm in your
middle. There is no shame, no
guilt in your middle. Do not give
in to shame and guilt. God is with
you. God is more than able, more
than large and stable in heart, to
accept, love, grow, and build you
as you are today. Don’t forget that
God is raising champions and he-
roes from this divine delay zone.
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