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I Matthew chapter 13, Jesus
n tells us, through 3 stories,
how God loves us and how we
need to respond. The entire chap-
ter 13 is about the kingdom of
God, and we need to understand
that concept. It is a massive sub-
ject on which volumes have been
written, and it is not an easy task
to sum up in a few lines.

Jesus came to this world to
establish the Kingdom of God.
Some people thought He was
coming to establish an actual
earthly kingdom. He came to the
Israelites, who were under direct
Roman domination. The Romans
had taken over their country and
were running it, and they want-
ed to be set free from that kind
of rule, and they were hoping Je-
sus was going to do that. In other
words, He was going to be like a
political leader, a governmental
leader. But Jesus never came to
establish an earthly kingdom. He
came to establish the Kingdom of
God. And the Kingdom of God is
this: first of all, in the Kingdom
of God, Jesus is the King. A king
means leader; Jesus is the leader.
He leads the Kingdom of God.
He is the head of the Kingdom
of God. The Kingdom of God is
where people make Jesus willing-
ly their leader, and they choose to
follow their leader. They don't get
there by birth, nor by force. When
they follow the leader, they live
according to His principles for
Kingdom living.

What does it mean to live in
the Kingdom of God today? To
understand that, we need to un-
derstand who God is, how God
sees us, and our response to Him.
Jesus tells us these stories to help
us to do that. These 3 stories ex-
plain to us who God is. What the
Kingdom is like? How He sees us
and how it is that God wants us to
respond to Him? These 3 stories
tell us 3 things.

First of all, you are a treasure to
God. In Matthew 13:42 Jesus says,
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IF JEsus sAcRIFICED His LIFE FOR You, HE cer-
TAINLY LOVES YOUR LIFE MORE THAN ENOUGH TO
MAKE SURE THAT HE GUIDES YOU AND DIRECTS YOU
IN THE PATH HE HAS JUST FOR YOu.

“The kingdom of heaven is like
treasure hidden in a field. When
a man found it, he hid it again,
and then in his joy went and sold
all he had and bought that field”
You are to God a Treasure. Back
in the 1st century, 2000 years ago,
there were no banks, no invest-
ment houses, no mutual funds,
no shares, and no shareholders. If
you have money or valuables and
want to keep them safe, you dig a
hole and bury them. That’s how it
worked in those days. That’s your
bank; you bury them on your
land. Whoever owns the land gets
the treasure. So, here is how the
story goes: the man finds the trea-
sure, he buries it again, and then
he goes to buy the land. Because
if he has the land, then he has
the treasure. Have the land, have
the treasure. But in order to buy
the land, the Bible says he had to
sell everything. The man wanted
the treasure so bad that he was
willing to pay everything, so he
could buy it. This is how God sees
you. Jesus paid the ultimate price
and gave His very life. That's how
much of a treasure you are that
He would give His life and pay the

ultimate price, so that He might
have a relationship with you. That
He might come into a personal
relationship with you. That's how
valuable you are. You are so valu-
able that Jesus gave His life, gave
everything He had, including His
very life. That's how much God
values you. He loves you so much.
Some of you, when you hear those
words, can’t hear them or receive
them; they can't penetrate your
conscious mind or reach your
heart. Because of the things that
have happened to you in your life,
and the things that have been told
to you in your life, you see your-
self as unworthy, and you live
with shame and with guilt. Those
things are not true; whatever Je-
sus is telling you is true. God val-
ues you so much; He sees you as a
treasure. If you want to start your
new life in the best possible way,
then begin with this: see yourself
the way God sees you. Give your-
self an enormous boost in self-es-
teem and self-image by saying,
"God sees me as valuable." God
sees me as a treasure. God sees
in you what you might not see
in yourself. God sees your gifts;

He sees your talents, and He has
a wonderful, marvelous plan for
your life. And you have to receive
that by yourself. You have to hear
that truth. The treasure is hidden,
but once you realize it’s no longer
hidden, it’s revealed; then you can
respond. The only way to respond
is to say to Jesus, “Yes, I want you
to be in my life. I want you to
show me the way I should live my
life. I want you to guide me and
direct me into your plan for my
life. That you see me as a treasure,
that you see me as a person of in-
finite value, that you would give
your own life for me because you,
in fact, have a unique, specialized
plan for my life unlike any other 6
billion plus people in this world”
You can’t discover that plan until
you first come into a relationship
with Jesus, until Jesus is the leader
and you are the follower.

Jesus tells the second story:
you are a pearl. “The kingdom of
heaven is like a merchant looking
for fine pearls. When he found
one of great value, he went away
and sold everything he had and
bought it” Matthew 13: 45-46.
He knows your true value and
your true worth. God sees you
as a pearl that is worth having
no matter the cost. Why a pearl?
Why not a ruby, why not a dia-
mond? Just think about a pearl:
how is a pearl formed? It’s a very
strange thing: you have a mollusk
at the bottom of the ocean, a little
grain of sand gets in, that irritates;
that irritation creates a secretion;
that secretion, over time, creates a
pearl; that’s really one of nature’s
marvels. People then have to find
the pearl. Pearls are hard to make
and hard to find. God says that’s
how precious you are. And again
Jesus gave His everything to get
you. He gave His own life for you.
To live in God’s Kingdom and
to win the way God wants us to
win requires followership. And
followership in its own definition
involves sacrifice. Be willing to
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sacrifice to follow Jesus. Jesus sees
us as precious, and we respond to
the way He sees us by following
His leadership.

There is a third story that says
you are a catch. “The kingdom of
heaven is like a net that was let
down into the lake and caught
all kinds of fish. When it was full,
the fishermen pulled it up on the
shore. Then they sat down and
collected the good fish in baskets,
but threw the bad away.” Matthew
13:47-48. Good ones are kept be-
cause of their value. God is seek-
ing you. God is fishing for you.
You think you are seeking God;
God is seeking you. He has cast
out a net, hoping that you might
be a part of that catch. Hoping
that you might respond to Him.
He is the initiator; He is proac-
tive. Your response is simply to
respond, to say, “Yes, I do want
you in my life, Jesus. I do want to
live out my God-given purpose.”
That’s your response. I want to
live in the kingdom. I will follow
your teachings. I will follow your
ways. What does it mean to live
in the Kingdom? It means to be
loyal to Jesus, to adopt His values,
and to fulfill the mission of the
Kingdom. What is the mission
of the Kingdom? It is to advance
the Kingdom, to increase the
Kingdom. Jesus said, I am giving
you the Great Mission, the Great
Commission; the mission is to
preach the Gospel, tell people the
things that are being told to you
today: 'God loves you, you have
value in God’s eyes, you are pre-
cious, you are a pearl, you are a
catch”

Jesus says, “Come to know me.
Live in my Kingdom. This is the
best life you can ever have. It’s the
best way you can move forward in
the future. Living out my plan for
your life” That's what it means to
live in the Kingdom. Your behav-
ior will show if Jesus is the leader
of your life. We follow the leader;
we follow His teaching. We allow
Him to direct and guide our lives
because it is the best way for us
to live. Once we understand our
value in God’s eyes, we then need
to understand that if God cares
about us that much, if He sees us
that precious and that valuable,
then it’s not just enough for Him
to know us; thats not what He
wants to know us for. He wants
us to live out this marvelous life
He has given us. That’s what life
in the Kingdom is all about. That’s
how you can start a new life: by
establishing a foundation of un-
derstanding who God is. How
God sees you? Some of you have
made poor choices because you
are sabotaging yourself; those are
self-defeating behaviors stem-
ming from not knowing how
valuable you are to God. When
you know how valuable you are to
God, you know that you can put
your life in His hands. You don’t
have to do things; you don't have
to make choices and decisions
that are going to mess your life
up; you can trust that He has your
best interest in mind because He
does. If He sacrificed His life for
you, He certainly loves your life
more than enough to make sure
that He guides you and directs
you in the path He has just for
you.
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DISCLAIMER
This newspaper is committed to Christian values and aims to
provide faith-based news and insights. The opinions expressed in
articles and editorials are those of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the publication. While we strive for accuracy,
readers are encouraged to verify information and seek biblical dis-
cernment. All content is for informational purposes only.



