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THE FIGHT

WORTH
FIGHTING

“For I am already being poured
out like a drink offering, and the
time for my departure is near. I
have fought the good fight, I have
finished the race, I have kept the
faith. Now there is in store for
me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous
Judge, will award to me on that
day—and not only to me, but
also to all who have longed for
his appearing. Do your best to
come to me quickly, for Demas,
because he loved this world, has
deserted me and has gone to
Thessalonica.” (2 Timothy 4:6-
10).

hese are among the very

last words we have from
the apostle Paul. They were
written around 65 A.D. By 68
A.D., news of Paul’s death was
widely circulated. We suspect he
died in 67 or early 68, because
Nero died in June of 68, and
it’s generally believed that Paul
was beheaded under Nero. We
know that Paul wrote most of
the New Testament. Most of the
New Testament exists because
of Paul, whose life was changed
on the Damascus Road and
who continued to follow Jesus.
He went to many places over 3
missionary journeys, covering
thousands of miles, all on foot or
by ship, spreading the gospel of
Jesus Christ. And as he looked
back at the end of his life, he
wrote these words to sum it up,
“I have fought the good fight,
I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith” Fighting the good
fight. Notice that Paul chose
his battle. Paul didn't fight just
to fight; he wasn't necessarily a
contentious person. Paul fought
because he had a good fight to
fight. He chose his battle. Some
of us fight indiscriminately. Some
of us fight for the wrong things.
But Paul fought for a belief in
a good, loving, and caring God

A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

BRO. DANIEL EASO

WHAT ARE WE PASSING ON? WHAT EXAMPLE OF
A LIFE OF FAITH ARE WE PASSING ON TO OTHERS?
| HAVE 2 QUESTIONS FOR YOU TO PONDER. THE
FIRST IS- WHAT LEGACY WILL YOU LEAVE? AND THE
SECOND IS- WHAT EXAMPLE ARE YOU SETTING?

who sent Jesus so that we can
know Him. Paul fought for one
thing, in particular. One thing
worth fighting for, one thing
worth lasting for-the good fight.
The question always remains
ahead of us- what are we fighting
for? Are we fighting indiscrim-
inately? Are we fighting for the
wrong things? Are we fighting for
the right things? Paul fought the
good fight.

Sometimes I think we believe life
should be easy. And when life is
hard, we think we are going in
the wrong direction. I don’t think
we should be surprised that most
of the hard things in life are dif-
ficult. What have you ever done
that was worthwhile and really
easy? Establishing a career is
hard. Finishing a degree is hard.
Raising decent children is hard.
Learning a foreign language is
hard. Running a marathon is
hard. Beating cancer is hard.
Resisting peer pressure is hard.
Fight the good fight, accomplish
something great, don't spend
your life tilting at windmills, and
accomplish something great for
the kingdom of God as the apos-
tle Paul did. Too many people
settle for mediocrity or simply

personal comfort. Fight the good
fight, love God with your whole
heart, with your whole mind,
with your whole soul, with all of
your strength, and love people
deeply.

Paul says he finished the race.
This is a sports metaphor. A
marathon is 26 miles and 385
yards. If you run 26 miles and
384 yards, you didn’t run the
marathon—you ran in a mara-
thon. There is a difference. If you
quit before the end, you don't
finish. You can’t be a decent par-
ent; you either are, or you aren’t.
You either finish or you quit in
the middle. Paul encourages us
to run the whole race, not just a
part of it. This is where Paul, in
this very short text, brings in a
very sad note. He says in verse

9, “Do your best to come to me
quickly, for Demas, because he
loved this world, has deserted me
and has gone to Thessalonica”
It’s easy to skip over, but these are
the last words of Paul. Why in the
world does he put a note about
Demas? Demas is mentioned 3
times in the New Testament. He
is mentioned in Philemon and in
Colossians, both of which were
written 2 to 3 years before this,

and Paul writes of Demas as a
partner in the faith. Demas is
serving alongside Paul; he is go-
ing on missionary journeys and
is caught up in the gospel. Paul
and Demas have approximately
4 years of doing life and doing
ministry together. But then all of
a sudden, Demas abandons Paul.
4 years of ministry together—
that’s a year longer than Jesus’
ministry—but he doesn’t make

it to the end. Because Paul says,
“Demas loved the world more
than he loved the Gospel” Too
many people quit before they get
to the end. Too many people give
up on different things in life be-
fore they get to the end. They run
26 miles and 384 yards. I want us
to make it to the end.

Paul says I kept the faith. Our
faith is our anchor in life. Ev-
erything else moves, changes,
sways, and goes up and down,
and our faith is what keeps us
grounded in the truth of who

we are and who God is. And our
faith is not dependent on which
party is in power, but on a God
who has revealed Himself to be
loving, merciful, just, and kind.
One of the greatest dangers to

us in not keeping faith is drift.
Maybe you are very young and
strong in your faith now, but
there will come a time when you
have the opportunity to drift. We
call it career, we call it falling in
love, we call it family, we call it
responsibilities, we call it bills,
and all of these things and more
will threaten your focus. Most of
these things are good, but your
chief priority in life should be

to love and serve Jesus. It’s that
priority that keeps the rest of the
priorities right. But we drift. The
attractions of the world, comfort,
ease, and no cost will always be
attractive, and the way of Jesus is
always the way of the Cross, and
the way of the Cross is always
death. Paul says I fought the
good fight, I finished the race, I

kept the faith.

Paul was not superhuman. In 2
Corinthians 11:24-28, written in
56 A.D., Paul recounts his suffer-
ing, “Five times I received from
the Jews the forty lashes minus
one. Three times I was beaten
with rods, once I was pelted with
stones, three times I was ship-
wrecked, I spent a night and a
day in the open sea, and I have
been constantly on the move. I
have been in danger from rivers,
in danger from bandits, in danger
from my fellow Jews, in danger
from Gentiles; in danger in the
city, in danger in the country, in
danger at sea; and in danger from
false believers. I have labored and
toiled and have often gone with-
out sleep; I have known hunger
and thirst and have often gone
without food; I have been cold
and naked. Besides everything
else, I face daily the pressure of
my concern for all the churches”
Paul is not superhuman. Paul
knows what it is like to suffer. But
Paul had determination and an
anchor, and he talks about that
in Philippians 3:10-14, which

he wrote 3 years before he died,
“I want to know Christ—yes,

to know the power of his resur-
rection and participation in his
sufferings, becoming like him

in his death, and so, somehow,
attaining to the resurrection
from the dead. Not that I have
already obtained all this, or have
already arrived at my goal, but I
press on to take hold of that for
which Christ Jesus took hold of
me. Brothers and sisters, I do
not consider myself yet to have
taken hold of it. But one thing

I do: Forgetting what is behind
and straining toward what is
ahead, I press on toward the
goal to win the prize for which
God has called me heavenward
in Christ Jesus.” Paul struggles
as we do, but he presses on. Paul
fights the good fight, finishes the
race, keeps the faith, and leaves
us with his encouragement, the
story of his life, and a legacy for
Timothy. And that’s the task of
every one of us. Everybody is
leaving a legacy for somebody
else. Paul is passing along life
lessons to Timothy.

What are we passing on? What
example of a life of faith are we
passing on to others? I have 2
questions for you to ponder.

The first is- what legacy will you
leave? And the second is- what
example are you setting?
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DISCLAIMER
This newspaper is committed to Christian values and aims to
provide faith-based news and insights. The opinions expressed in
articles and editorials are those of the authors and do not necessarily
reflect the views of the publication. While we strive for accuracy,
readers are encouraged to verify information and seek biblical dis-
cernment. All content is for informational purposes only.
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