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“For this reason, since the day

we heard about you, we have not
stopped praying for you. We con-
tinually ask God to fill you with the
knowledge of his will through all the
wisdom and understanding that the
Spirit gives, so that you may live a
life worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in
every good work, growing in the
knowledge of God, being strength-
ened with all power according to his
glorious might so that you may have
great endurance and patience, and
giving joyful thanks to the Father,
who has qualified you to share in the
inheritance of his holy people in the
kingdom of light. For he has rescued
us from the dominion of darkness
and brought us into the kingdom of
the Son he loves, in whom we have
redemption, the forgiveness of sins.”
(Colossians 1: 9-14).
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Colossians become grounded
and confident in their beliefs.
Paul wants his readers to be firm,
not flimsy; he wants them to feel
secure, not shaky; he wants them
to be confident, not confused.
He wants the Colossians to live

a life that is worthy of the Lord
and pleasing to Him in every
way. Paul wants the Colossians
to live in such a way that there

is balance between what they

say they believe and how they
behave as Christians. There is a
balance between their Christian
faith and their Christian lifestyle.
What does a Christian lifestyle
look like? To walk worthy of

the Lord has nothing to do with
earning your salvation, and it
has nothing to do with earning
God’s favor. We live not to earn
God’s favor but to live from God’s
favor. Because of our relationship
with Christ, our lives are con-
nected with Christ, and we want
to live out of that relationship.
Our lifestyle should reflect our
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A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

BRO. DANIEL EASO

DIFFICULTIES TEACH US TO RELY ON GobD’s
STRENGTH RATHER THAN OUR OWN. WE DON'T
QUIT WHEN THINGS GET TOUGH; WE LEAN INTO
GoD AND DEVELOP ENDURANCE AND PATIENCE.

relationship with Christ. In this
prayer, Paul gives three answers
to the question: What does a
mature Christian do? What does
that look like? I want you to take
a close look at three characteris-
tics of Christian maturity.

First, Christian maturity means
growth. Paul states in verse

ten that Christians mature by
bearing fruit in every good work
and growing in the knowledge
of God. The fruit that Paul has
in mind relates to our character.
Maturity is more than gain-

ing intellectual knowledge and
becoming smarter. Paul wants
the Colossians to understand
that true knowledge produces
character change. Paul writes

in Galatians 5:23, “But the fruit
of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
forbearance, kindness, good-
ness, faithfulness, gentleness,
and self-control. Against such
things there is no law.” A mature
Christian has a mature character.
A mature Christian becomes
more like Jesus in their thoughts,
feelings, and actions. A mature
Christian grows their character
to reflect the character of Christ.
For example, is your first re-
sponse to love people? Is joy your

dominant emotion? Does peace
characterize your demeanor?
When things don’t go your way,
are you patient? Are you faithful
to all your commitments? Is your
character becoming like Jesus's
character? How do I grow my
character? I grow in character
by deepening my knowledge of
God. The more you know about
God, the more you relate to
Him, the more you will become
like Him. The more you read
the Bible, the more you under-
stand about God. The more you
pray, the more you connect with
God. Christians have a personal
relationship with God through
Jesus Christ, and what could be
more exciting than getting to
know the God of the universe?
The more you get to know God,
the more exciting your life will
become and the more mature
you will grow. 1 Peter 2:2 says,
“Like newborn babies, crave pure
spiritual milk, so that by it you
may grow up in your salvation.”
There is always something new to
learn about God; there is always
a next step to take and a deeper
relationship with God to enjoy.
Maturity means growth.
Second, Christian maturity

‘ )
.ﬂé D)
means grit. Paul writes in verse
11, “..being strengthened with all
power according to his glorious
might so that you may have great
endurance and patience” Endur-
ance and patience suggest grit.
Grit means passion and persever-
ance over the long haul. It’s the
tenacious attitude that won’t quit
until success is achieved. Mature
people aren't easily sidetracked;
they stick with it until all obsta-
cles are overcome. God wants to
grow your grit, and grit develops
in difficulty. Tough times teach
maturity, and grit grows with
every obstacle you overcome.

But most people simply don't
enjoy obstacles and difficulties.
We don’t look at them as oppor-
tunities to be embraced but as
problems to be eliminated. As
one pastor put it, in my thirty
years of ministry, no one has ever
asked me to pray for them that
they would endure, but many
have asked me to pray for them
for the problem to be simply
eliminated or to go away. Grit
develops when you face irritating
circumstances and difficult peo-
ple. Things don’t always go the
way you expect, and people don't
always act the way you think
they should, and your natural
response to that is to get upset
and shout your impatience or to
become bitter and resentful. Paul
talks about grit using two words:
First, you need endurance. You
need to hang on and don’t give
up. Charles Spurgeon once

said, “By perseverance the snail
reached the ark” Second, you
need patience. The word patience
means long suffering. Patience
means that you are willing to
wait and not pay people back for
what they have done. It means
that you are willing to forgive
and not take revenge. Where

do you get the grit to endure

and to be patient? The strength
comes from God’s power and His
glorious might. God promises

MAY 2026

divine help to those who are go-
ing through rough times. God’s
strength will get you through the
tough moments in life. Instead
of relying upon yourself, you
learn to rely upon God. Mature
people don't fall apart when life
parts apart; instead, they rely
upon God’s strength to give them
grit, to give them endurance and
patience.

Third, Christian maturity means
gratitude. Paul writes in verse
twelve about giving thanks to our
heavenly Father. Mature Chris-
tians never forget what God has
done for them. They never take
God’s salvation for granted. In-
stead, they always stop and thank
God for all He has done. Hard
times may cause us to complain,
but God’s salvation should always
make us grateful. Christians
should be the most thankful
people on earth. We owe God for
everything. Our very existence
comes from God, our salvation
comes from God, and our place
in eternity comes from God. We
thank God for our redemption.
Paul writes in verse fourteen that
Christians have received redemp-
tion- the forgiveness of sins. The
Greeks used the term redemption
to refer to paying money to buy
back and set free prisoners of
war, or to free slaves from their
masters. Jesus set us free from sin
and death by paying the ransom
price with His blood. Sin and
death no longer have a claim on
us; we are free, and our sins have
been forgiven. Our sins have
been removed as far as the east is
from the west. We are free, we are
forgiven, we are no longer slaves
to sin. We live in the freedom of
Jesus Christ. That means that we
can wake up every morning and
start every day fresh and anew.
The sins from yesterday have

all been washed away. God has
cleansed the past. The burden
and guilt of yesterday no longer
drag us down. How grateful we
ought to be?

Paul prays for the Colossians so
that they would become ma-

ture in their Christian faith. We
likewise need to become mature
in our faith. What does that

look like? We keep growing by
learning more and more about
Jesus so that we can become like
Him in our character, thoughts,
feelings, and actions. We develop
grit. Difficulties teach us to rely
on God’s strength rather than our
own. We don’t quit when things
get tough; we lean into God and
develop endurance and patience.
We express gratitude. We thank
God for His great salvation,

for it is the foundation of our
lives. Our relationship with God
defines who we are and what we
do every single day. Christian
maturity means that we are on a
journey to know God, love God,
and live for God every day of our
lives. Are you growing? Are you
becoming strong in your Chris-
tian faith? Are you reading the
Bible? Are you connecting with
God in a deeper way this year
than you did last year? Can you
say that I am growing or advanc-
ing in my Christian faith? God
wants us to be mature. Which of
those areas of maturity need your
attention?
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DISCLAIMER
This newspaper is committed to Christian values and aims to provide faith-based news and in-
sights. The opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the authors and do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of the publication. While we strive for accuracy, readers are encouraged to
verify information and seek biblical discernment. All content is for informational purposes only.
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