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A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

BRO. DANIEL EASO

‘And so John the Baptist appeared in the
wilderness, preaching a baptism of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins. The whole
Judean countryside and all the people of
Jerusalem went out to him. Confessing
their sins, they were baptized by him in the
Jordan River. John wore clothing made of
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his
waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
And this was his message: After me comes
the one more powerful than |, the straps
of whose sandals | am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. | baptize you with water,
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit!
At that time, Jesus came from Nazareth in
Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of
the water, he saw heaven being torn open
and the Spirit descending on him like a
dove. And a voice came from heaven: 'You
are my Son, whom | love; with you | am
well pleased’ At once the Spirit sent him out
into the wilderness, and he was in the wil-
derness forty days, being tempted by Satan.
He was with the wild animals, and angels
attended him.” Mark (1:4-13).

The gospel of Mark is considered to
be the earliest of the four gospels- Mat-
thew, Mark, Luke, and John. In fact, it was
circulating among the believers before
Matthew and Luke were even written.
Matthew and Luke likely used portions of
the Gospel of Mark in their own gospels.
So, Mark is often more direct. The very
first line of the gospel- “The beginning of
the good news about Jesus the Messiah,
the Son of God.” And he starts with the
prophecy of Isaiah- ‘the voice of one call-
ing in the desert’, and then we get verse
4- "And so John the Baptist appeared in
the wilderness...” Mark fits so much into
the opening verses of his gospel here. We
already know that John was baptizing, and
we are told that he did so in the wilder-
ness. Wilderness is the traditional spots of
encountering God- you've Moses in the
burning bush, you've mount Sinai, you've
the people travelling from Egypt to the
Promise Land learning what it means to be
the people of God, you've Elijah who runs
away from Jezebel falling exhausted be-
neath the broom tree wanting to die and
encountering the angel of the Lord there.
And we are told that John was preaching.
So, he is baptizing, he is in the wilderness-
the space to encounter God, and he is
preaching. He is preaching about baptiz-
ing, preaching a baptism of repentance
for the forgiveness of sins- come, repent,
turn your life around, start anew. He is
calling the people to the way of God. And
his message is incredibly popular; people

OUR BAPTISMS DO STRENGTHEN Us, EMPOWER US, RE~-

MIND US WHO WE ARE AND WHAT TRULY MATTERS IN

THIS WORLD, AND HELP US OVERCOME. OuUR BAPTISMS

DO DECLARE THAT GOD LOVES US, AND NO MATTER HOW

STRONG THE EVIL OF THIS WORLD IS, GOOD WILL WIN.

BAPTISM OF JESUS

are coming from all through Judea
and the countryside and Jerusalem.
People were coming to hear him,
being baptized, confessing their sins,
and turning their lives around. Mark
tells us that all of these people were
responding to John's message. Mark's
meaning is clear: John was the talk of
the time, and people were confessing
their sins; whatever John was preach-
ing was touching people's hearts.
Mark says the message of John
was, "After me comes the one more
powerful than |, the straps of whose
sandals | am not worthy to stoop
down and untie. | baptize you with
water, but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.” Untying one's san-
dals was a job that only slaves of the
day could be asked to do. John, this
prophet in the wilderness, creating all
the buzz, who people were swarming
from all over to come and hear, who
was up on the pedestal in everyone's
mind, says he is not worthy to untie
the sandals. On top of that, John says,
"| baptize you with the water, but
the One who is coming after me will
baptize with the Holy Spirit." John
states that the One who is coming is
truly remarkable. In just a few verses
at the opening of the Gospel of Mark,
he has already set the stage: John
was amazing; everyone is coming to
hear him, but compared to the One
who is yet to come, John is essentially
nothing. Then we are told that Jesus
appears, having come from Nazareth
and Galilee. There is no birth narrative
in Mark, no account of how He came
into this world; Mark is not particular-
ly concerned with such details. Mark
is primarily concerned with ensuring
that his readers know who Jesus is.

And what better way to do that than
His baptism? Immediately, the first
thing we know about Jesus is that He
comes and is baptized by John, where
the heavens tear open, the Spirit de-
scends upon Him like a dove, and the
voice comes from heaven: "This is my
Son, whom | love; with You | am well
pleased."

Mark wants to make sure that
whoever is reading this gospel knows
who Jesus is. Mark makes clear that
the central way that God is revealed,
the primary way that we know
who God is and what God is like, is
through Jesus. The rending of the
heavens, the breaking down of that
divide between the heavenly and the
earthly. God breaking into our world
with all of its brokenness and all of
its misplaced priorities and all of its
political systems, not in judgement
but in love, redeeming this world,
dying for this world, bringing new life
to this world, starting a new creation,
a new thing. There are other ways we
know God has revealed Himself: the
rest of the Scriptures is one; the world
around us is God's creation is anoth-
er, but nothing is as clear or direct as
Jesus. God rending the heavens and
coming down, redeeming this world
in love. In Jesus' baptism, the heavens
are torn, the Spirit comes down, and
the voice from heaven declares- this
is my Son whom | love, with You | am
well pleased. Verse 12 says, “and at
once, the Spirit sent him out into the
wilderness to be tempted by Satan
for forty days.” So, while Satan is
there tempting Jesus, this pronounce-
ment from heaven is critical for Him,
“You are my Son whom | love”, it's

what will strengthen Him and encourage
Him through the hard road ahead and
not just through the temptations in the
dessert but through all of His life and
through all of His public ministry and in
fact we will hear these words again at
His transfiguration. This is His identity,
which keeps Him moving forward; it
helps Him endure and remain stronger
than any testing or temptation Satan
might throw His way.

“You are my Son whom | love.”
These words are our identity as well; we
are the children of God, the sons and
daughters of God, deeply loved by God.
No matter what we might do or what
might happen to us, the words that God
speaks to Jesus are the words true of us
as well- you are my beloved and with
whom | am pleased. How do we know
that God loves us? How can we be so
sure? Because of Jesus, because God
tore open the heavens and came down,
because God died for us. We are God's
beloved. Our own baptisms are the signs
and seals of this. It is our identity. Just
as in Jesus' own baptism, God identi-
fied Him as the Messiah, as God's Son.
So, in our own baptisms, God identifies
us as God's beloved. God says, "l love
you," as we are baptized. And just as it
strengthened Jesus in those forty days
of testing in the wilderness through all
of the misunderstanding and the frus-
tration that He faced in His lifetime,
through even the lashes of the whip and
the nails of the Cross. So, those Words
can strengthen us as well. Our baptisms
do strengthen us, empower us, remind
us who we are and what truly matters in
this world, and help us overcome. Our
baptisms do declare that God loves us,
and no matter how strong the evil of
this world is, good will win. Amen.
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DISCLAIMER
This newspaper is committed to Christian values and aims
to provide faith-based news and insights. The opinions

expressed in articles and editorials are those of the authors

and do not necessarily reflect the views of the publication.
While we strive for accuracy, readers are encouraged to ver-
ify information and seek biblical discernment. All content is

for informational purposes only.
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