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This newspaper is committed to Christian values and aims to provide faith-based news and
insights. The opinions expressed in articles and editorials are those of the authors and do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the publication. While we strive for accuracy, readers are encouraged to

a verify information and seek biblical discernment. All content is for informational purposes only.
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sins, He has sent His Holy Spirit to tell us that He is our Savior now and forever.

ou can get away with

talking about God

because, when you dis-

cuss God, people can

project whatever they

want onto that idea, or
what they think or believe about God.
But when you start talking about Jesus,
things become a little different.

When you begin to speak of Jesus as
if He is God, as if He is the Son of God,
and as if He became man to die for the
sins of the world, then the world will not
like it. Talking about God 1s acceptable,
but when you get specific—especially
about Jesus, who came in the flesh to
be the savior of the entire world—op-
position will follow. There will be those
who dislike it—starting with the devil,
who never wants you to mention or trust
in the name of the One who defeated
him. The world certainly won't like it
because it doesn’t want to hear about
Jesus, it doesn’t care about salvation, and
it doesn’t care about living the way God
intended. The world only wants to live
for itself, and if you bring Jesus into the
picture, trouble will arise. And perhaps
most of all, your old Adam, your sinful
nature, doesn’t want to hear about Jesus.
Your old Adam can deal with God in the
abstract, but once you start talking about
Jesus, the true God who is the savior,
your old Adam won'’t like it because that
means he has to move over and make
room for the real God. Then he can’t be
God anymore, and your old Adam will
resist that as well.

The devil, the world, and our sinful
nature—none of them want us to speak
of Christ or to confess that He is the Sav-

A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

BRO. DANIEL EASO

ior. They don't want us to recognize
that by His death, our sins are taken
away, and through His resurrection,
all their power is defeated. These
three enemies are powerful, which
is why Jesus says He is sending us
the Helper, the Comforter, the Holy
Spirit. Jesus says, “The Spirit of
truth who proceeds from the Father,
who will testify of Me.” In other
words, the Holy Spirit will come
and teach us about Jesus, rescuing
us from vague, abstract ideas of God
and delivering to us the salvation
that only comes through the cruci-
fied and risen Son of God. The Spir-
it accomplishes this by offering us
the forgiveness of sins Jesus earned
for us. The Holy Spirit delivers this
so that you know beyond doubt
that the devil has no power, that the
world cannot harm you, and that
even your old Adam must daily die
in the waters of your baptism.

How the Holy Spirit brings this
about, though, is very different

from what the world says. In your
baptism, you are washed with the
blood of Jesus, your sins are for-
given, and in that moment, you are
given a new heart—a heart of flesh
that beats with love for God and
love for your neighbor. We don’t
work for our salvation; this is a gift
from God, and the Spirit works in
our hearts, giving us a new heart.
Most gods out there want something
from you—here’s what you’ve got
to do, believe, or accomplish. The
true God, the Son of God, says, |
will come and save you, [ will do
the work of dying for your sins and
rising from the dead, washing you,
and giving you a new heart. Then
you will be a child of God. That’s
the Spirit’s job in our lives: to con-
stantly remind us that through those
gifts of Jesus—through the baptism,
through the Word, through the Body
and Blood—we’ve been given a
new heart.

It’s a heart of flesh that beats
with love for God and neighbor.
It’s a heart that is so filled with the
grace and forgiveness of God that
it pumps out such a love that can
cover even a multitude of sins, as
Peter tells us. This love is seen in
the way we are called to love one
another and cover a multitude of
sins and not hold them against one
another, not to bear grudges, not to
be angry, not to turn a blind eye to
those who’ve wronged us, but rather
to cover the sins of others. We’ve
such forgiveness and such love and
such grace in Christ that we can

forgive others even if they don’t like
it, even if they don’t care, even if they
don’t want it. We can love a world that
doesn’t want a savior and doesn’t want
our love. Why? Because what is the
world going to do? The world has no
power over you. Even if the world kills
you, your Lord will raise you from the
dead on the last day. Christians have
been given such love in our hearts that
it covers multitudes of sins. Multitudes
of sins means all the sins because your
Lord has securely put you in the palm
of His hand in His kingdom.

This is what it means to have Jesus.
It is what it means to possess this
new heart, knowing beyond a shadow
of a doubt that your sins, iniquities,
and transgressions—all of them—are
forgiven, and that the same love flows
from you toward others, ignoring
all their faults and mistakes because
you have Jesus, who is both God and
Man. Not just a generic God out there
somewhere, whom you can fill in with
any idea you have, but a real flesh-
and-blood God—true God and true
Man—who was truly crucified and
risen, who is the Lamb and the Priest,
the Sacrifice and the Offering, Son of
God, Savior, and who sends His Spirit
to ensure you know and never forget it.

This is Jesus who rescues us from
the power of the devil, the hatred of
the world, and even the failing of our
old, simple nature, our old Adam. Be-
cause He is risen and has conquered all
things, and because He has taken away
our sins, He has sent His Holy Spirit
to tell us that He is our Savior now and
forever. Amen.
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