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yalan’s Most Potent Weapon

hat the Apostle Paul writes in 2
Corinthians 2:11 is one of the most
important subjects- we are not

to be ignorant of Satan’s devices, and even
though there are many weapons he may use,
the most potent weapon is offense.

Why is offense such a powerful weapon?
First of all, we’re a fallen race. We don’t
see things clearly, and even when we think
we’re doing things right, we often aren't.
People can profoundly influence us; we are
prone to getting offended, and even though
we are made in God’s image, sin has affect-
ed every aspect of our being, so we have a
leaning to be offended.

Second, because we are made in God’s
image, we desire justice; so if someone does
something unjustly, we are hurt. We have
this concept of right and wrong. Have you
ever wondered how a two or three-year-old
child knows an injustice has been done to
them when another child comes and steals
one of their toys? Before they’ve ever been
taught anything, they cry and scream be-
cause they know something is wrong. It’s
instinctive, being made in God’s image, that
we desire justice, and therefore, when we are
hurt, we feel we have the right to be offend-
ed.

And we also have a sense of dignity.
When we are violated, we’re offended, so
offense is a part of human existence. The dif-
ficulty is that if we harbor offense, we can be
robbed of God’s blessing. One of the most
profound stories in Scripture is the story of
Asa. In 1 Kings 15 and in 2 Chronicles 14-
16, we read that Asa is a fascinating king; he
was a good king, a tremendous king. In fact,
1 Kings 15:14 states that Asa’s heart was
fully committed to the Lord.

However, Asa became offended when a
prophet corrected him for doing something
wrong. In 1 Kings, chapter 16, he had the
prophet jailed, then he began to oppose some
of the people of his reign, and became un-
just, all because of an offense. The prophet
was relaying the word of the Lord, but Asa
didn’t want to hear it; he got offended, and
when he contracted a disease, which ended
up taking his life, it says, “He did not seek
the Lord for help.” This king, a godly king,
had allowed offense to work in him, and as a
result, it changed his heart and damaged his
relationship with God.

The Bible tells us we will all face of-
fense. Jesus said in Matthew 18:7, “Offense
will come, but woe to that man by whom
offense cometh.” We are warned to be care-
ful how we treat one another. In fact, some-
times we don’t even know we’ve offended
someone. Jesus offended people by speaking
the truth when He said, “Eat of My flesh and
drink My blood.” In John 6, people left Him
because they thought they were offended by
His word.

Jesus said, “But woe to the man when
offense comes.” What Jesus means is that
we must be careful, lest we only think about
ourselves and what pleases us, because
self-worship is idolatry. When we’re caught
in ourselves, we don’t care about anybody
else or how we hurt them. However, the
Bible says in 1 Corinthians, chapter 8, not
to do something to cause your brother to
stumble.

And Jesus is telling us to be very care-
ful how we treat one another, so we don’t
become instruments of the enemy to bring
offense and to ensnare someone. We must be
open to having God reveal to us how we’ve
offended others, so we can take action to
correct it.

In Matthew, chapter 15, verses 21-25, it

A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

BRO. DANIEL EASO

The Word says, “Great peace have they who love your law and nothing can offend them.”
If you're focused on God’s purpose, God’s will, and God’s plan, you don’t have to worry about
offense. We can be like the Phoenician woman. We can choose not to bhe offended, stay fo-
cused on God's desire or plan in our lives, and always remember that God is a good God.

says, “Leaving that place, Jesus with-
drew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.
A Canaanite woman from that vicinity
came to Him, crying out Lord, Son of
David, have mercy on me, my daughter
is suffering terribly from demon posses-
sion. Jesus did not answer a word, so
His disciples came to Him and urged
Him, "Send her away; she keeps crying
out after us." He answered I was sent
only to the lost sheep of Israel. The
woman came and knelt before Him,
Lord, help me she said. He replied, “It
is not right to take the children’s bread
and toss it to their dogs.” “Yes, Lord,”
she said, “but even the dogs eat the
crumbs that fall from their master’s
table.” Then Jesus answered, “Woman,
you have great faith, your request is
granted,” and her daughter was healed
from that very hour.” Let’s take a look
at a Syrophoenician woman; she’s a
radical lady. If anybody had the right
to be offended, she had the right to be
offended. First, you’ll notice in verse
23 that Jesus ignored her; regardless of
how much she cried out to Him, Jesus
wouldn’t pay her any attention. Second,
she was rejected by the disciples; in
fact, they publicly said to Jesus, where
she could still hear them, “Get rid of
this lady. Send her away, for she keeps
crying out after us. “So, she’s ignored
by Jesus, and the disciples publicly
reject her. Then, Jesus calls her a dog
when he says, “It is not right to take
the children’s bread and toss it to their
dogs.”

Now, if you’ve been ignored by
Jesus, rejected by disciples, and called
a dog, you have every right to be of-
fended, right? I doubt if any of us has
had an experience like that. But this is
the fantastic part of this woman. She
chose not to be offended. This shows us
that we have a choice when it comes to
offense.

Second, she chose not to let the
offense stop her from pursuing Jesus

and achieving her goal, a miracle for
her daughter. This is where we see that
her desire is more important than the
offense.

The third thing is that she under-
stood the goodness of God. When Jesus
asked, “Is it right to take the children’s
bread and toss it to their dogs?”” She
could have easily been offended, won-
dering why this man was referring to
her as a dog! However, she understood
this was just like the other parables
Jesus taught. Her response was, “Yes,
Lord, but even the dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their master’s table.” This
clearly demonstrates that her belief in
God was rooted in the idea of doing
good. Why? Because there were extra
crumbs that fell from the table, their
animals could eat. There is no question
that God is a good God.

She chose to love Him no matter
what. She understood that God can do
everything for good. It’s not that every-
thing that happens in your life is good.
It wasn’t good for the disciples to reject
her; it wasn’t seemingly good for Jesus
to ignore her or refer to her as a dog,
but she understood the goodness of
God, and turned it all around for good.
God can take every offense you’ve
ever had in your life and can turn it for
good if you trust Him. As a result, her
daughter was delivered from the demon
and received her miracle.

When you study her from the text,
you see that she understood who Jesus
was; she called Him Jesus, Lord, Son
of David; she knew He was the Mes-
siah. And this knowledge came from a
non-Jewish, Syrophoenician woman,
who even had a clearer perspective of
Jesus than His disciples did. She knew
the goodness of God. If you know how
good God is, it will transform the way
you live and keep you from being easi-
ly offended.

All of us will be tested, even when
faced with reasons to be offended,

but our response to the test determines

the outcome. Many times, we tend to get
offended easily because we’ve lost focus
on the purpose for which we’re here. You
must understand the purpose or why you’re
here- to extend God’s kingdom, to be His
ambassador, and to be like Him as His
representative in the world.

Another one who had a right to be
offended was the Apostle Paul. When
you think about Paul and Silas, who were
beaten unjustly and thrown into the inner
jail, instead of murmuring and complaining
about how unjust it all was, they started
worshipping and praising God. The result
is that God set them free. Many ministers
have left the ministry for less than that
kind of abuse.

At another time, Paul came to the city
of Lister to preach the Gospel and was
stoned to death. The disciples prayed for
him, and by God’s hand, he miraculously
got up. Then he goes to the next town and
preaches the same Gospel that got him
stoned in the last city. After that, he goes
back to Lister, where they stoned him.

The Gospel is being derailed because
we’ve got too many believers who have
thin skin, allowing every little thing to
“bruise” them. We need to get a vision
bigger than ourselves- a purpose greater
than who we are. Begin to get involved
in knowing God and loving Him with all
your heart, soul, mind, and strength. When
you commit an offense, it will no longer
control you. If you’re desperate to be used
by God, it’s going to be hard for the enemy
to offend you.

The Word says, “Great peace have they
who love your law and nothing can offend
them.” If you’re focused on God’s purpose,
God’s will, and God’s plan, you don’t have
to worry about offense. We can be like the
Phoenician woman. We can choose not to
be offended, stay focused on God's desire
or plan in our lives, and always remember
that God is a good God. When we remain
in peace, as the Scripture says, we, too,
will live victorious and free of offense.
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DISCLAIMER
This newspaper is committed to Christian values and aims
to provide faith-based news and insights. The opinions

expressed in articles and editorials are those of the authors

and do not necessarily reflect the views of the publication.
While we strive for accuracy, readers are encouraged to ver-
ify information and seek biblical discernment. All content is

for informational purposes only.
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