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“Paul said, ‘John's baptism was a baptism
of repentance. He told the people to believe in
the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On
hearing this, they were baptized in the name of
the Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on
them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied. There were
about twelve men in all.” (Acts 19:4-7).

he Book of Acts is about the church's birth

and the spreading of the Gospel. “But you
will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jeru-
salem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8). Book of Acts starts
with the Gospel being in Jerusalem and finishes
with the Gospel being spread to the known world
at that time. In Acts chapter 19, we see Paul com-
ing to Ephesus and sharing the Gospel. It’s where
we get the book Ephesians from. It’s a very
strategic city. Ephesus was one of the leading
cities of its day. It benefited from a great road,
so it’s on a trade route and was also a port city.
Because it was a port city, many people came
in and out through the ports. So, Paul believed
that if they could get the gospel to take root in
Ephesus, it could touch the world because people
come here through the ports, and as they hear the
Gospel, they will leave and spread the Gospel
throughout the known world. Ephesus was also
a very spiritual city. In Ephesians chapter 6, we
see Paul deals in depth about spiritual warfare,
because Ephesus was such a spiritual city. It
wasn’t a Christian city; it was spiritual. They
had a pantheon of gods and goddesses that they
worshipped. And at the center of it all was this
goddess named Diana, the fertility goddess. The
temple of Diana was so big and ornate that it was
one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.

It was so big that it held all kinds of influence
and power in the city. A lot of commerce ran
through the temple of Diana, and Paul came to
Ephesus in this setting. And as he comes in, he
encounters these 12 men with whom he starts a
spiritual conversation with. He comes to discover
that they believe in God, not only do they believe
in God, but they’ve also been baptized. They
had been baptized with the baptism that John

the Baptist baptized with. John the Baptist came
before Jesus, and his baptism was a baptism of
repentance. What that baptism was is when peo-
ple would say I acknowledge that there is a God,
I believe that I am a mess and that I’ve sinned,
and that [ want to turn away from that and I want
to do what I can to earn God’s favor. It was that
first step of what eventually would be salvation,
as they really would seek after God. So, Paul
comes into town and comes across these 12 men.
Paul shares the Gospel, and then the Holy Spirit
comes, and everything changes.

The Bible says when we become believers,
the Holy Spirit takes up residency in our lives.

2 Corinthians 5:5 says, “He has given us the
Holy Spirit as a guarantee of our salvation.”

The Holy Spirit should be active in the lives of
every believer. When did you last feel the Holy
Spirit working in your life? It may be that you
are convicted of a sin, and you just can’t let it
go- that’s the Holy Spirit convicting you. Maybe
it’s a time of worship when you lose yourself in
worship and you feel God’s presence so close
and intimate- that’s the Holy Spirit working.
Maybe it’s when you are reading God’s word and
a passage jumps off the pages and speaks directly
to a situation that you are in the middle of- that’s
the Holy Spirit working.

When the Holy Spirit is at work, He changes
us. You cannot have an encounter with Jesus
Christ and walk away unchanged because the
Holy Spirit comes into the lives of all believers,
and He changes everything about us. Paul had
this encounter with these 12 men in Acts 19:4-7.
He told them, “John’s baptism was a baptism of
repentance. He told the people to believe in the
one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” On hear-
ing this, they were baptized in the name of the
Lord Jesus. When Paul placed his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke
in tongues and prophesied. There were about
twelve men in all.” So, what is happening here
is that when Paul comes across these men, they
replied to him, “yes, we’ve been baptized under

The WORK
of the HOLY SPIRIT

When the Holy Spirit comes, everything
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changes. The truth is we can't change
the world unless we change ourselves.

|s there evidence of God's working in
your life through the Holy Spirit? When
was the last time you were so convicted
of the sin that you fell on your face and

cried out to God? When was the last

time you got lost in worship?

John’s baptism.” In another words, these
men believed in God. Paul replied, “good,
you got it half right.” But then Paul asked,
“have you heard about Jesus?” They said-
absolutely. So, Paul then shares the Gospel
with them. He shares the Good News of
Jesus Christ; how Jesus is the fulfillment of
Old Testament prophecy, how Jesus went
to the Cross to die for the sins of all men,
so that we could’ve an intimate relationship
with God by giving our lives to Christ and
trusting Him in faith. These 12 men give
their lives to Christ, take that step, and then
follow through with baptism. After that,
Paul comes in and lays his hands on them,
and they start to speak in tongues and begin
to prophecy. When they gave their lives to
Christ, everything changed, and they would
never be the same again. When we give our
lives to Christ, the Holy Spirit comes in and
He changes us; there should be something
different about us.

Think about the disciples of Jesus-
when they were in the garden and the
guards came to arrest Jesus. What did those
disciples do? When the light came on, they
scattered like cockroaches- they just ran.

In John chapter 20, we see that they are in
a room, locked the door, cowering in fear
of the authorities. Fast forward to Acts
chapter 2, on the day of Pentecost, the Holy
Spirit comes and He dwells in the lives

of those believers. Now those disciples of
Jesus that we see in John chapter 20 began
to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ
boldly. Uncompromisingly, they spoke
about Jesus being the Messiah and fulfilling
prophecy, and they wouldn’t shut up. The
authorities kept telling them to be quiet,
and they wouldn’t shut up. And finally, in

Acts chapter 5, they were brought into the
Sanhedrin, where they were told to quit
preaching. They refused to leave, and be-
cause of that, they were flogged. When they
were flogged- we are talking about being
beaten so bad that flesh is taken. When they
walked out of the Sanhedrin, the Bible says,
they were rejoicing that they were consid-
ered worthy to be persecuted for the name
of Christ. What takes these disciples who
are cowering in fear in John chapter 20 and
turns them into disciples who won’t shut
up and keep preaching, and when they get
flogged, they praise the Lord about it, and
10 of those die as martyrs? What changes
somebody like that? The answer is -their
encounter with Christ and the power of the
Holy Spirit working in their lives.

When the Holy Spirit comes, He not
only changes us but also how the world
views us. “But some of them became
obstinate; they refused to believe and
publicly maligned the Way. So, Paul left
them. He took the disciples with him and
discussed daily in Tyrannus's lecture hall.
This went on for two years, so that all the
Jews and Greeks who lived in the province
of Asia heard the word of the Lord.” (Acts
19:9-10). Here is what happened- Paul got
his 12 converts, and then he did what he
usually did- when he went into a new city,
he went into the synagogue. He went in
and would teach and say why Jesus is the
fulfillment of prophecy and how He is the
Messiah they had been waiting for. Guess
what happened? They became obstinate,
and they kicked him out. Why? Because
religious people have very little tolerance
for the Holy Spirit. Religious people know
how you're supposed to dress, they know

what song you're supposed to sing, they know
all the rules and regulations, and they don’t
want someone to upset their system. Because
it would require a change, they wouldn’t put
up with it, so they kicked Paul out. So, he went
down the road and he rented Tyrannus Hall. It
was just a public meeting place, and he started
teaching the gospel of Jesus Christ. Every
culture is hungry for the Truth. There will be
opposition, but if you teach the truth culturally
relevantly, people will sacrifice to come and
hear. Paul taught the truth. He didn’t compro-
mise, he didn’t apologize for the tough stuff,
he didn’t revert or rewrite it, and because of
this, the Bible says he had to rent the hall for 2
years. People just kept coming, and they were
hungry for the Truth; they wanted to know

the truth, and they kept coming, and Paul kept
teaching. And the way the world viewed the
‘church’ changed.

We don’t have enough churches teaching
the truth in a gentle, culturally relevant, uncom-
promising way. Think about the two extremes
in our culture, we have many churches that’ve
become very liberal, and they’ve so given in to
the culture that they apologize for everything.
They water down so much that they don’t stand
for anything and accept everything. Then the
other extreme is just as dangerous, and that’s
those who become legalistic- here are the rules
and you need to follow these rules, here are the
songs you sing, here is the way you dress, here
is the kind of language you speak, and all of
that, and become legalistic. The problem with
that is that neither one of those do you need to
rely on the Holy Spirit to do church. And even
some that teach the truth do it in such an angry
way, you wonder why in the world anybody
would come and hear it. The Bible talks about
joy in Christian life. There should be this joy as
we share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Harsh
words spoken in love create soft hearts.

When the Holy Spirit comes, everything
changes. The truth is we can’t change the world
unless we change ourselves. Is there evidence
of God’s working in your life through the Holy
Spirit? When was the last time you were so
convicted of the sin that you fell on your face
and cried out to God? When was the last time
you got lost in worship? When was the last
time God spoke so clearly through His Word
to your situation that you knew the Holy Spirit
was teaching you? When was the last time you
felt a calling to step out of your comfort zone
and do something for God’s glory? If we are
believers, the Holy Spirit is at work, and when
the Holy Spirit is at work, then things change.
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Opening Ceremony of the Holocaust Museum Korea
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DISCLAIMER
This newspaper is committed to Christian values and aims to
provide faith-based news and insights. The opinions expressed in
articles and editorials are those of the authors and do not necessar-
ily reflect the views of the publication. While we strive for accura-
cy, readers are encouraged to verify information and seek biblical
discernment. All content is for informational purposes only.



