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ometimes in life, our rowing in

water is not gentle, but it seems
that we are suddenly in the midst of a
nightmare. Maybe it is your marriage,
maybe it is your family, maybe it is
your job, maybe it is your finances,
maybe it’s your health- one day you
are rowing so gently down in that
stream and before you know it, the
water begins to ripple just a little bit
more, the winds start to pick up, and
all of a sudden you find yourself row-
ing amid rapids that you never saw
coming, and the wind is not at your
back, it’s in your face. It is not a matter
of ‘if that happens’ but a matter of
‘when it happens. Some of you are al-
ready in the midst of it right now, for
others you are coming out of it, and
for still others you are about to go into
it, and you do not even know. When
that happens, what are we to do? How
can we navigate those streams of life,
particularly when they are not so
calm? God’s word always gives us an
answer to those questions of life.
“Immediately Jesus made his disciples
get into the boat and go on ahead of
him to Bethsaida, while he dismissed
the crowd. After leaving them, he
went up on a mountainside to pray”
(Mark 6:45-46).
Jesus has just fed five thousand men
with five loaves and two fish, which
was a big miracle He was able to
perform. The disciples were part of
that; they were going around feeding
people and collecting all the baskets
full of food that were still left over.
They perhaps didn’t need much more
of a miracle, but later that night, they
would need another miracle. So, it is
in that context after they had fed the
five thousand men- “Immediately
Jesus made his disciples get into the
boat and go on ahead of him to Beth-
saida, while he dismissed the crowd.
After leaving them, he went up a
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mountainside to pray. Later that night,

the boat was in the middle of the lake,
and he was alone on land. He saw the
disciples straining at the oars because
the wind was against them. Shortly
before dawn, he went out to them,
walking on the lake. He was about to
pass them, but they thought he was a
ghost when they saw him walking on
the lake. They cried out because they
all saw him and were terrified. Im-
mediately, he spoke to them and said,
‘Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid’
Then he climbed into the boat with
them, and the wind died. They were
amazed, for they had not understood
the loaves; their hearts were hard-
ened.” (Mark 6: 45-52).

As we read this passage of the Scrip-
ture, remember this: when the wind
is against you, stop rowing and invite
Jesus into the boat. When Jesus made
His disciples get into the boat and go
on ahead of him to Bethsaida, little
did they know that Jesus was going
to meet them not on the other side
but He going to meet them in the
middle of the sea of Galilee, as He
came to their boat amid their distress
right where they were as the wind
was going to be against them that
night. As often happens in the Sea of
Galilee, storms suddenly come out of
nowhere. As they were rowing across
the ocean, things were great. Still, as
they get further out, the winds start
to pick up, the storms begin to come,
the waters become choppy, and they
are making progress painfully because
the wind is no longer at their back,
the wind is in their face, and the wind
is against them. Have you ever had
seasons where the wind has blown
against you? Maybe things yesterday
were smooth and you were rowing
gently down the stream, but now the
wind suddenly came up out of no-
where. The wind is in your face and

you are rowing painfully- you row-
ing painfully in your marriage, you
rowing painfully with your kids, you
rowing painfully at your job, you row-
ing painfully with your finances, just
yesterday things were going great with
your health and all of a sudden now
you are rowing painfully with your
own body that is not cooperating the
way it used to. You are rowing pain-
fully because the wind is against you.
It seems like we are getting nowhere
as we row. Maybe you are reading this
and thinking- I don’t know what to do
with my marriage, I don’'t know what
to do with my kids, I don’t know what
else to do at job, I don’t know what
else to do with my finances, I've done
everything that doctors told me to
and I don’t know what else to do, you
keep rowing and rowing and rowing
and you are not getting anywhere
because the wind is against you.
We've One who spoke the wind into
existence, we've One that can calm
any storm, and we’ve One here like

on that night that even though the
disciples were out in the midst of the
sea and were rowing feverishly against
the wind because the storm had come
up out of nowhere. Verse 48 says, “He
saw the disciples straining at the oars,
because the wind was against them.”
The word “saw” used here is not just
for physical eyesight; it's much deeper
than that. Jesus didn't see them phys-
ically; Jesus saw them. The same Jesus
who miraculously fed five thousand
men with five loaves and two fish, saw
His disciples- they were out on the
sea and the wind was against them.
Jesus sees you and He sees me. He has
His eyes on the sparrow, and He has
His eyes on us. Make no mistake that
Jesus knows whether you are floating
in peaceful waters, amid the storm, or
just around the bend for some rapids
you never expected, but Jesus sees

All the storms might

be raging around you,

but in the hoat with

Jesus, the wind and

the waves are calmer _
than ever. i
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and knows. It was great that Jesus saw
the disciples, it was great that Jesus knew,
but Jesus did more than see and Jesus

did more than know, He did something
about it that night- “Shortly before dawn
he went out to them, walking on the

sea.” (verse 48). I believe Jesus, the One
who could feed so many with so few, the
One who could be raised from the dead,
literally walked on top of that water. He is
the One who put the universe, the world,
and everything we see into existence; He
walked on the water. “...He was about

to pass by them.” (verse 48). He was not
passing by to leave them; He was pass-
ing by so that He might show Himself

to them. Notice what happened to the
disciples when they saw Him walking on
the water; they thought it was a ghost and
were terrified. Disciples that night were
scared, but Jesus, who had just performed
the miracle, was walking with them.

He didn’t wait. “Immediately, he spoke

to them and said, “Take courage! It is I.
Don’t be afraid’ (verse 50).

Are you terrified, are you worried, are
you anxious? Jesus speaks into your

life- Take courage! I, Jesus, came up to
the disciples that night and said, “Take
courage! I am.” The One who spoke the
world and the universe into existence,
who created the seas and the wind, said,
“I am here, do not be afraid” He prom-
ises He will always be with you, even to
the end of time. Today, when your boat is
in the midst of the sea and the wind and
the waves are crashing down, and you
have been rowing feverishly, trying to get
out of the spot that you found yourself
in, stop rowing and invite Jesus back into
the boat. He will never leave you; He will
never forsake you. So many times, you
think that you got this under control, and
you row, and you row, and you row, and
the wind is against you. The Great I am
says, “Take heart! I am. Don’t be afraid”
He got into the boat with them, and what
happened- the wind died down.

Today, the Great I am wants to be in your
boat, the Great I am wants to be the cap-
tain of your ship, the Great I am wants to
be with you every moment of every day-
when you are rowing gently down the
stream but He also wants to be with you
when the waters are crashing up over the
sides of the boat. When it seems like you
are stuck in a nightmare and you can't
possibly wake up, hear the words of Jesus
as He passes by, not to leave you but to
show you a glimpse of His glory and His
power as He gets in the boat with you. All
the storms might be raging around you,
but in the boat with Jesus, the wind and
the waves are calmer than ever. When
the wind is against you, stop rowing and
invite Jesus into your boat.
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