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A WORD FROM
THE PRESIDENT

BRO. DANILE EASO

After a long time, in the third
year, the word of the LORD came
to Elijah: “Go and present yourself
to Ahab, and I will send rain on the
land.” So, Elijah went to present
himself to Ahab. Now the famine
was severe in Samaria, and Ahab
had summoned Obadiah, his pal-
ace administrator. (Obadiah was a
devout believer in the LORD. While
Jezebel was killing off the LORD’s
prophets, Obadiah had taken a
hundred prophets and hidden them
in two caves, fifty in each, and had
supplied them with food and wa-
ter.) Ahab had said to Obadiah,
“Go through the land to all the
springs and valleys. Maybe we can
find some grass to keep the horses
and mules alive so we will not have
to kill any of our animals.” So, they
divided the land they were to cov-
er, Ahab going in one direction and
Obadiah in another. As Obadiah
was walking along, Elijah met him.
Obadiah recognized him, bowed
down to the ground, and said, “Is it
really you, my lord Elijah?” “Yes,
he replied. “Go tell your master,
‘Elijah is here.”” “What have I done
wrong,” asked Obadiah, “that you
are handing your servant over to
Ahab to be put to death? As surely
as the LORD your God lives, there
is not a nation or kingdom where
my master has not sent someone to
look for you. And whenever a na-
tion or kingdom claimed you were
not there, he made them swear they
could not find you. But now you
tell me to go to my master and say,
‘Elijah is here. I don’t know where
the Spirit of the LORD may carry
you when I leave you. If I go and
tell Ahab and he doesn’t find you,
he will kill me. Yet I your servant
have worshiped the LORD since
my youth. Havent you heard, my
lord, what I did while Jezebel was
killing the prophets of the LORD?
I hid a hundred of the LORD’s
prophets in two caves, fifty in each,
and supplied them with food and
water. And now you tell me to go to
my master and say, ‘Elijah is here.
He will kill me!” Elijah said, “As
the LORD Almighty lives, whom I
serve, I will surely present myself to
Ahab today.” (1 King 18:1-15).

n the previous chapters of 1st

King, we can read many miracles
taking place in Elijah’s life- stop-
ping the rain for three and a half
years (1Kings 17:1), being fed by
the ravens (1Kings 17:4), miracle
of the barrel of meal and cruse of
oil (1Kings 17:14) and the resur-
rection of the widow's son (1Kings
17:22). Now, here in these verses
we read about Elijah’s friend Oba-
diah. Obadiah was the adminis-
trator in King Ahab’s palace. Here,
we can see that important people
and ordinary people join and serve
alongside one another. Gifts and
abilities are important, but at the
same time, we all serve together.
So, here we have an administra-

THINGS TO LEARN FROM
OBADIAH'S LIFE

We must encourage and challenge one another to he men and
women of integrity to serve the Lord better when life's challeng-
ing moments pop up. God is preparing each of us for different
tasks. Are you ready? Have you heen working through those
issues in your life? Have you been staying true to who God is in
your life? Are you heing a person of integrity?

tor of the palace, and Elijah is now
joining forces. Three years have
passed since Elijah raised the dead
boy, and God comes to Elijah and
says, now it’s time to go to Ahab,
time to go to the king. Elijah didn’t
hesitate, and he didn’t debate. God
used this time of three years for Eli-
jah to prepare himself physically,
emotionally, and spiritually to gain
strength and be rested. Have you
ever had a time in your life when
you just needed spiritual, emo-
tional, or physical rest? In all three
areas of our lives, we need to have
rest and be prepared for something
down the road; we've to be rested,
have strength, and have energy. So
that we’re patient, think clearly,
and make wise decisions. Elijah is
now ready; he has spent a proper
amount of time preparing himself
physically, emotionally, and spir-
itually. He had to depend on the
Lord for years with the help of oth-
er people. Now he is ready. Here in
these verses, we see that Obadiah
went to meet Ahab and told him,
and Ahab went to meet Elijah. This
drought lasted for a long time of
three and half years- everywhere
you see, everything was dry and
dusty, and the earth was cracked.
People and animals were dying be-
cause of a lack of water and nutri-
ents for planting, harvesting, and
sustaining life. Elijah needed more
than just faith to meet with Ahab;
he also had to have courage be-
cause during this time of no rain,
the people prayed to Baal, but no
rain had come. The trust and faith
in Baal and their king were at an
all-time low, just as God intended.
We can see that the stage was set; it
was a time of desperation, uncer-
tainty, and chaos.

Verses 7 to 15 is a conversa-

tion between Obadiah and Elijah
about faith, trust, and fear because
both were fearful. We can learn a
few things from this passage. We
can learn that God wants to use
Christians in critical positions in a
secular society to accomplish His
purpose in the world. God wants
to use Christians in essential world
positions- in business, school, ser-
vice industry, factory, healthcare,
or wherever you find yourself He
wants to use us no matter where we
are or who we are to accomplish
His purpose in the world. Oba-
diah was the administrator of the
palace, and the king trusted him.
Joseph, Moses, Daniel, and Ether
are a few other examples of people
who held key positions in different
kingdoms where God used them
to accomplish His purposes. Every
Christian who lives in the world is
in a position of influence, no mat-
ter what role you play or where you
live. We have an opportunity to be
influential in the kingdom of God.
Our influence may not be in spo-
ken words, but it is always in our
actions. People are watching us all
the time- how do we treat someone,
how do we handle this difficult situ-
ation, how do we go out of our way
to help somebody in need? Look
around at our world today; there
is strife, anger, and distrust. This
is the time for Christians to stand
up and proclaim the love, grace,
and mercy of Jesus Christ. This is
not the time for us to get caught up
in the war words or the emotional
outburst. But as Christians, we are
to be fence-menders, bridge-build-
ers, peacemakers, and truth-speak-
ers; we are to be the hands and feet
of Christ amid a traumatic world.
You can look around today and see
chaos, distrust, anger, and selfish-

ness everywhere. Many of the is-
sues our world faces today need to
be faced, and a conclusion needs
to be drawn. Steps must be tak-
en to ensure we can live in peace
and see each other as equals. But
Christians need to step up and not
become the thorn but we need to
become the aloe vera, the healing
creme to all these, and we can do
that. It’s our call to do that, our
challenge, and our command from
Christ to be those people.

Second, God can only use
Christians effectively in the world
if they are truly devoted to Him.
In other words, we’ve to be more
about Jesus than we are about our-
selves. When we are more about
Jesus, and we’ve more investment
in our time with Christ and our
heavenly Father, then we’ll be able
to step in and help, we’ll be able
to build that bridge, we’ll be able
to mend the fence, we’ll be able to
help heal and to bring about the
correct type of change. Obadiah
served the Lord from his youth.
While Ahab was worshipping idols,
Obadiah never compromised his
integrity. He hid the prophets, nev-
er joined the cause of the king, and
stayed true to who he worshiped
and who he followed, and that was
his Lord. Every biblical character
who occupied a strategic position
in a secular environment that im-
pacted God showed this quality.
They never wavered; they might
have been fearful when scared, but
they never wavered. They decided
to say yes to God every time. There
will always be some who persecute
you; that’s on them; we have to stay
true to who our heavenly Father is
and our Savior is.

Third, God specially uses
Christians, and they reflect wis-

dom in their relationship with
non-Christians. Obadiah had to be
wise to keep his faith and his posi-
tion of influence. He went out and
saved a hundred prophets, but he
didn’t get caught. He knew when to
say the right words, what to say at
the right time in front of the king
and in front of those who were
watching him from the king’s pal-
ace, who would report on him. So,
he had to do some things in secret.
He saved a hundred prophets, but
he didn’t get caught. He fed those
prophets, gave them water, kept
them alive in these caves, and was
smart enough not to put all of them
in one place. The problem with us
today and with today’s culture is
that Christians respond aggressive-
ly and with hostility to those hold-
ing secular opinions. As a culture,
we've lost the art of conversation,
rational debate, and convincing
arguments. Instead of finding com-
mon ground, we've turned it into
us versus them- if you are not with
me, you are against me. We react
out of fear of losing our position
instead of how to make people
stronger. We become emotional in-
stead of rational. Thus, we lose our
platform for effective communica-
tion. If we act like the world in bat-
tling the world, we will neutralize
our witness for Christ to the world.
For example, how do you respond
if you are in a store and something
rings up at the wrong price? When
somebody cuts you off in traf-
fic, how do you respond? When
someone questions your authority
or your decision-making, how do
you respond? We've got to defend
ourselves and stand up for what
is right, but how do we respond?
That’s the question: do you do it
with mercy, grace, and love, or do
you do it in abrupt and emotional
responses? We don’t want to put
God’s character in question by our
actions.

Fourth thing- God delights in
using our predicaments to achieve
His purpose. It’s just like God us-
ing something as we go through to
grow and glorify Him simultane-
ously. Growth is not always easy.
Obadiah had a predicament- they
reported Elijah to Ahab with the
possibility of death. Without com-
plex problems, we do not need di-
vine solutions. When the problem
is easy, we depend on ourselves;
when it is big and can’t do it alone,
we have to have help. When we do
not battle against evil, we win no
spiritual victories. When life crises
hit us, becoming a person of in-
tegrity is a little late. God has been
building Obadiah’s integrity all his
life- “I, your servant, have wor-
shiped the Lord since my youth”
(verse 12). We can see that God has
been preparing and using Obadiah
and developing his integrity and
character his whole life, not just
for some big moment. Because we
can’t rise to the occasion, we can’t
stay true to our integrity unless it is
slowly grown and built throughout
our lives. We must encourage and
challenge one another to be men
and women of integrity to serve the
Lord better when life's challenging
moments pop up. God is preparing
each of us for different tasks. Are
you ready? Have you been working
through those issues in your life?
Have you been staying true to who
God is in your life? Are you being a
person of integrity?
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DISCLAIMER
This newspaper is committed to
Christian values and aims to provide
faith-based news and insights. The
opinions expressed in articles and
editorials are those of the authors
and do not necessarily reflect the
views of the publication. While
we strive for accuracy, readers are
encouraged to verify information
and seek biblical discernment.
All content is for informational
purposes only.
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