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The attacks against the minorities spoil

India’s replica: Justice Balakrishnan
New Delhi: The attacks against the 

minorities and the institutions run by 
them will spoil India’s replica in inter-
national level, said by National Human 
Rights Commission chairman justice 
Balakrishnan. He said that the govern-
ment should take immediate and strong 
action to curb the attacks against the mi-
norities and to create in them a secure 
feeling. In India which is a secular coun-
try, incidents like Ghar Vapsi and the at-
tacks on Christian churches should not 
have been taken place.

India’s secular nature was devel-
oped well before the word “secularism” 
was included in the constitution. In such 
a country, there should not be an insecu-

rity feeling by the citizens only because 
they are born in a particular community. 
In international level, it creates a bad im-
age for India – Justice Balakrishnan re-
minded in an interview given to a daily 
newspaper. When there were attacks on 
Christian churches at Delhi and other 
places, the Human Rights Commission 
has summoned the Police Commission-
er. In this context, even the Prime Minis-
ter has also given assurances to provide 
protection to the minorities. The former 
Chief Justice of Supreme Court, Justice 
Balakrishnan demanded that the union 
government should come forward and 
take necessary steps to ensure the secu-
rity for the minorities.

Members of the Christian community take to the roads to protest against the recent 
demolition of a church in Agra in April

New York: Hilary Clinton was declared 
as the presidential candidate in the 
forthcoming election in America. She 
has started campaigning by visiting the 
cities. Inspired by the declaration of 
Obama that Hilary is the most suitable 
personality to be the president, she is go-
ing ahead with her campaigning in full 
swing. The official campaigning will 
kick start only by 15th of May. Hilary 
is the wife of former president Bill Clin-
ton. Being held the post of first lady as 
well as the governor she is a well-expe-
rienced lady.

Hilary Clinton,
the democratic presidential 

candidate

New Delhi: Chief Minister of Delhi, 
Shri Arvind Kejriwal urged school 
children to insist their parents for max-
imum use of public transport in order 
to save the city from traffic hazards. 
He was Chief Guest at a function orga-
nized by the Environment Department 
to celebrate Earth Day in the Delhi 
Secretariat. 

Shri Kejriwal said that his govern-
ment is serious towards environment 
and it is having discussions on envi-
ronment issues, climate change, traffic 
hazards, air/water pollution, sanitation, 
greenery and energy conservation. 

Shri Kejriwal recalled the suc-
cess of Delhi Government’s “say no 
to crackers” campaign and massive 
support and cooperation by students 
and children in discouraging crackers. 
“Now I appeal to all of you to insist 

EARTH DAY CELEBRATION
New Delhi: when he was prime 

ministerial candidate for the Bharatiya 
Janata Party, Narendra Modi was ex-
pected to address a rally in Ajmer ahead 
of the Rajasthan elections in 2013. But 
the khadims (priests) at the dargah of 
Khwaja Moinuddin Chisti did not think 
Modi would visit the Sufi shrine. He did 
not.

As Prime Minister, he has kept up 
the tradition of the badshahs (rulers) 
in Delhi of presending a chadar (holy 
cloth) at the dargah. Minister of state for 
minority affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi 
offered a chadar on Modi’s behalf, a 
symbolic gesture to underscore the mes-
sage of inclusivity. Modi, who offered 
a chadar at the dargah for the first time, 
also sent a message underlining the 11th 
century Sufi saint’s call for communal 
harmony, on the occasion of the 803rd 
Urs.

Following Obama,
Modi offers chadar

at Ajmer shrine.

your parents to use public transport 
and discourage private vehicles in the 
same spirit”. He asked the students to 
make trees their friends and to keep 
their surroundings clean and green.

Kathmandu: At least 10,000 bodies have 
so far been recovered after Saturdays 
massive earthquake that struck just out-
side of capital Kathmandu, a Nepalese 
police office said .over 15000 people 
have been injured in the quake.

Four days after the country’s most 
powerful quake in 81 years, authorities 
are struggling to determine the extent 
of the disaster in the Gorkha region and 
neighboring Lamjung where the epi-
center lay, let alone provide succor. The 
central government in Kathmandu still 
has little precise information on where 
the damage is most extensive and who 
need help urgently.

Eight million people have been af-
fected by the devastating earthquake, ac-
cording to the united nation more than 
1.4 million people need food, while 
water and shelter are also in shortly sup-
ply, the UN said in a report. Hundreds 
of people are still trapped under tones of 
rubble in capital Kathmandu and some 
of the worst-affected remote mountain-
ous areas. Desperate needed tents, water 

Nepal in mourning-death toll rises to 10,000

and food supplies, prime minister Su-
shile Koirala told an all party meeting 
briefing the leaders on efforts to rush 
emergency supplies to those in need.

Desperate people across Nepal 
looked for succor from helicopters that 
criss-cross the Himalayan nation as mas-
sive international aide, including from 
India, poured in. He acknowledged that 

authorities were over whelmed by ap-
peals for help from remote villages but 
the administrator has been unable to ini-
tiate rescue efforts in many areas due to 
lack of equipment and rescue experts. 
Koirala has admitted that the rescue, re-
lief search operation have not been ef-
fective. He has urged the political parties 
to work together in this national crisis.
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“Wherefore is light given to him that is in 
misery, and life unto the bitter in soul…” 

(Job 3:20) 
“And I went unto the angel, and said unto 

him, ‘Give me the little book, ‘And he said unto 
me, ‘Take it, eat it up; and it shall make thy bel-
ly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as 
honey.’ And I took the little book out of the an-
gel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth 
sweet as honey, and as soon as I had eaten it, 
my belly was bitter. And he said unto me, ‘Thou 
must prophesy again before many peoples, and 
nations, and tongues, and kings.’” Revelation 
10:9-11

“Bittersweet” is a taste that is a mixture of 
bitterness and sweetness. It is pleasant tinged 
with sadness; it is pain and pleasure at the same 
time. In Bible we can see three bitter women 
and three beautiful babies. The women were 
Naomi, Hannah and Mary the mother of Je-
sus. Naomi fled from famine with her family to 
Moab, where her husband and two sons died. 
She returned to her homeland and told people to 
call her Mara “for the Almighty has dealt very 
bitterly with me.” But she returned with Ruth, a 
devoted daughter-in-law, who refused to leave 
her. Ruth would marry Boaz and bear Obed, fa-
ther of Jesse and grandfather of David the King.

Hannah had no child. The scriptures say 
she was in bitterness of soul, prayed to the 
Lord, and wept sore. She promised the Lord if 
He would give her a son, she would give him to 
the Lord. Eli the priest blessed her with a prom-
ise that was fulfilled when she bore Samuel, the 
great prophet, priest and judge of Israel.

The angel Gabriel visited Mary to tell her 
she was highly favored of the Lord and would 
bear the Son of the Highest who would receive 
the throne of David and reign over Jacob for-
ever. But there was a downside: Her son would 
be set for rise and fall of many in Israel, would 
be spoken against, and “a sword shall piece 
through your own soul also that the thoughts 
of many hearts might be revealed.” If Mary had 
thought about it, her name in Hebrew meant 
“bitter.”

We live in an ever-changing world, we all 
go through bittersweet times.How many times 
has this happened to you? Things are going 
great. You have everything figured out, and… 
Boom! It happens. Things change. Your world 
is shaken up. And the change takes you out of 
your comfort zone. 

We know many changes that happen in 
life: We may get married, we might have kids, 
we will get grey hair (some sooner than other), 

kids around us grow up, loved ones pass away. 
These are changes we expect, although we 
don’t always know when. 

But what about changes you don’t see com-
ing? You unexpectedly lose your job, you find 
out a family member is very sick. These aren’t 
merely “changes”, these are slaps in the face of 
your reality. They are hard to deal with. They 
are changes that we’d rather NOT have to adopt 
to.

If you’re going through bitter times right 
now that you’d rather not deal with, just remem-
ber this: There are mysteries in the dealings and 
purposes of God that we do not understand on 
this side of eternity. When we suffer lose, we 
can choose to get bitter or to get better. You can 
choose to sing a dirge of loss and regret, or you 
can choose to sing the song of those who know 
the Lord.
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In the history of church from the first century, 
the Christian church has got 15 Crores of mar-
tyrs starting from Stephen. In today’s world, it is 
a well-known fact that martyrs are being created 
artificially by placing innocent people in the front 
for the organizational existence and its growth. 
But that is not the history of the Christian church.

In the establishment of the Christian church, 
Stephen became the first martyr who represented 

Editorial

the group of believers and the evangelists. But, 
in order to establish the church, Christ, the one 
who is the real Son of God had to be a martyr. Af-
ter the establishment of the church, starting from 
Stephen till this note is being made, there are sev-
eral hundreds of Christians all over the world are 
becoming the victims of martyrdom. By the time 
you are reading this article, the number of martyrs 
of the church will be increased manifolds.

If we study the history of the martyrs of the 
church, none of them were killed because of any 
criminal offence, but for the reason that they led 
a Christian life. If we examine the history of the 
recent murders of Christians, anyone can under-
stand how peace lovers are the Christians. Even 
after the evangelists are being persecuted, believ-
ers are massacred, and the churches are attacked, 
there are no street-shows, counter-attacks or 

breaking of a law and order situation in the coun-
try from the side of the Christian community. It 
shows that the Christianity is the way of peace, 
forgiveness and dedication.

However, the real fact is that in spite of all 
these persecutions, the Church is growing day-by-
day, because Christ the first martyr of the church 
who became the corner stone of the church has 
declared that “I will build my Church, and the 
gates of the Hades shall not prevail against it.”

In such a situation, from the first century on-
wards the only thing that the Christian church did 
was they kneel down for prayer. The prayer is the 
power of the church. That is the oxygen of the 
church. Satanic powers cannot break the prayer. 
Therefore, the church as a whole shall be ready 
to face the things which are to be coming in the 
days to come.

15 Crores martyrs

K. G. Easo

If  you’re going 
through bitter times right 
now that you’d rather not 
deal with, just remember 
this: There are mysteries 
in the dealings and pur-
poses of  God that we do 
not understand on this 

side of  eternity. BITTER-SWEET
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So He spoke this parable to them, say-
ing: “What man of you, having a hun-
dred sheep, if he loses one of them, 

does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, 
and go after the one which is lost until he finds 
it? And when he has found it, he lays it on his 
shoulders, rejoicing. And when he comes home, 
he calls together his friends and neighbors, saying 
to them, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep which was lost!’ I say to you that likewise 
there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine just persons 
who need no repentance.” (Luke 15:3-7

Human deliverance – A divine plan
The gospel according to Luke, chapter 15 is 

a very beautiful chapter which reveals God’s con-
cern in man’s salvation and His intervention in 
his deliverance. This chapter is well-described as 
the gospel in the gospels. In this chapter, the Lord 
Jesus has well-described through three parables 
about God’s agony with regard to the missing 
mankind and the unexplained happiness when he 
returned to the home. 

The deliverance of man was the divine strat-
egy before the foundation of the world (Ephesians 
1:4). Every personality in the divine trinity is a 
part in this process. In the parable of prodigal son, 
the Lord the Father is presented as the one who 
is on the lookout for the returning of man. The 
Holy Spirit who convicts the world of sin, and of 
righteousness, and of judgment is depicted with 
a woman who, lights the lamp, sweep the house 
and searched for the lost one coin. God is worried 
till the return of the lost mankind; and His im-
measurable gratification on his return is beyond 
explanation.

While God is ready to pay whatever price in 
order to bring back the lost man, man has a role to 
play in this regard. Though the salvation is solely 
the divine plan and layout, at the same time, man’s 
active response in this process is very important. 
That is the truth being revealed by the Lord in 
the parable of prodigal son. God cannot save the 
one who doesn’t realize that he is under pathetic 
and lost condition. The loving heavenly Father 
never leaves nor forfeits whoever comes to Him 
with repentance and conviction, but accepts him 
wholeheartedly and restores all the blessings. God 
wishes that none should be perished (1Timothy 
2:4, 2 Peter 3:9). However, he that doesn’t mind to 
return, for him, God’s glorious plan for his salva-
tion is of no use.

Dangerous religion
Jesus was ready to be associated with all 

types of men in the society. He ate with them and 
dwelled with them. For the sinful woman in the 
city and the woman of Samaria whose family life 
was broken got entry with Jesus. Even the disciples 
whom Jesus has chosen were from the downtrod-
den categories in the society like fishermen, tax-
collectors and radical groups. The Lord Jesus’ as-
sociation with such people did trouble very much 
the high class Pharisees at that time. 

Pharisees was a group of people formed in BC 
3rd century after the Macabian war. They were the 
descendants of the people who fought against the 
Romans when they persecuted the Jews and tried 
to blend their pagan tradition with the Jewish re-

ligion. Pharisees’ entry was by taking a rigid stand 
for their nationalism and laws for which they had 
to pay a great price.

Though the Pharisees were regarded highly 
and respected in the society, in the passing of 
time, they have declined to the wretched point 
of hypocrisy and covetousness. Rather than the 
Spirit of the word, they have given more impor-
tance to the literal word. Apart from that, customs 
and rituals were given more values than men. For 
example, based on Psalms 1:1 “walks not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the path of 
sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful”, by in-
terpreting by word-to-word, they have passed a 
law that they shall not have an association with a 
non-Pharisee and shall not dine with any ordinary 
people. 

Over and above, they have made their own 
rules and regulations which have no association 
with the word of God. If a Pharisee has put an 
ordinary man to grind the flour, till he completes 
the grinding, the Pharisee’s house is clean. But 
after the completion of grinding, the house will 

be unclean. Suppose the grinding is being done 
with two men and the one has ceased to grind, 
the house is clean till the second one completes 
the grinding. However, the first one has touched 
on anything in the house, that thing becomes un-
clean. By synchronizing all these rules, a publica-
tion named Mishna has released about AD 200. 

The Pharisees were very particular in observ-
ing Sabbath, Prayer, Tithes, etc. While eating, they 
never eat ten pulses at a time. After eating nine 
pulses, they set aside the tenth one as tithe. 

It was not acceptable to the Pharisees that 
Jesus maintains an association with the tax col-
lectors and sinners, and dining with them. They 
never wished that the sinners should be repented 
but be perished at the earliest. As pointed out by 
William Barclay, they believed and taught that 
“there will be joy in the heaven when a sinner is 
perished.” Jesus’ teaching was entirely opposite to 
the canonic principles of the Pharisees. Jesus re-
minded them that heaven rejoices on the repen-
tance of a sinner, and not in his ruin. 

It is a real fact that while we criticize the 
Pharisees, at the same time, by knowingly or un-
knowingly, we also conform to their concept and 
character. If Jesus had associated with the sinners, 
weak and oppressed in the society, today’s church 
people never desire to be associated with such 
people. The corrupted Zachaaeus, woman who 
was caught in adultery, woman at Samaria who 
had five husbands, will they all get membership in 
our churches even after their repentance? 

Give attention to Philip Yens who wrote in 
her book “Jesus I Never Knew”:

“Today’s church is being attracted by the peo-
ple who have looked upon Jesus with a suspicious 
look. What is the reason behind for today’s para-
digm straightaway opposite to Jesus’ time? Why 
don’t we like sinners to be closer to us?

I remembered a story that was being said by a 
friend who works among the poor and neglected. 
A poor and adulterous woman came to him. She 
has no house; and her health has deteriorated. She 
has no means to buy food for her daughter who is 
two years old. With tearful eyes, she revealed that 
truth. She used to give her two years old daughter 
for flesh trade in order to buy drugs for her. My 
friend could not bear to listen to her pathetic con-
dition. He was without words. At last, he asked, 
did you ever think of going to any church for help? 
I never forget her facial appearance at that time. 

THE PARABLE OF LOST SHEEP

While God is ready to pay 
whatever price in order to 
bring back the lost man, 
man has a role to play in 
this regard. Though the 
salvation is solely the 
divine plan and layout, at 
the same time, man’s ac-
tive response in this pro-
cess is very important. 

Daniel Williams





Later on he said to me: “Church?  Why should I go 
to Church? They will make me more ruined than I 
am now, she responded.”

Some time ago, it was heard that the believ-
ers of a church asked the pastor who took charge 
of the church: “O Pastor, there are enough believ-
ers in this church. We will take care of your needs. 
Please don’t bring any new junk believers and dis-
turb our peace!”

While the Lord Jesus was interacting with sin-
ners and convict, their character or lifestyle never 
influenced Him. Instead, they were transformed 
by their contact with Jesus. In the present day, the 
character, the goal and the concept of most of the 
people in the church are the same as with the out-
siders. In fact, a kind of fear has prevailed on the 
insiders as if the people from outside the church 
will realize this fact. Perhaps, it may be the rea-
son for keeping a distance from the worldly people 
and lead like a separated life.

The Shepherd and the sheep
The cattle-rearing is an ancient occupation 

which has older as in the history of man. Abel, the 
son of Adam was a shepherd. Shepherding is the 
most effortful and risky job. Utter responsibili-
ties like taking care of sheep, providing them with 
food, keeping them from enemies, etc. were car-
ried out by the shepherds. 

Throughout the Holy Bible, the relationship 
between God and man is depicted with the shep-
herd and sheep. 

“You are My flock, the flock of My pasture; 
you are men, and I am your God,” says the Lord 
God (Ezekiel 34:31).

In Psalms 23, we can see how David who him-
self was a shepherd has explained his relationship 
with the Lord by comparing the relationship be-
tween the shepherd and sheep. The gospel accord-
ing to John chapter 10 reminds us the shepherding 
nature of Jesus Christ, the good shepherd. 

Sheep that absconding the herd
In accordance with the customary system in 

Palestine, shepherds tend and watch over their 
sheep jointly. Every day morning, shepherds come 
to the laying flock and produce a sound like Tha-

hoo! Thahoo! The sheep that recognizes the voice 
of their shepherd start following him. In the eve-
ning when they returned, the shepherd will count 
them by passing under his staff.

As usual, in this morning also the shepherd 
had set out for the pastures with his hundred 
sheep. But after returning in the evening, when he 
counted them, he realized that one sheep is miss-
ing! There is no chance for missing the sheep when 
it is following the shepherd by his voice. The only 
thing the sheep has to do for not missing the path-
way is to give heed to the voice of the shepherd. 
Sometime in the middle of the journey the sheep 
started thinking “Why should I follow this shep-
herd daily? Perhaps, there might be better pastures 
than this. What charming for daily following the 
shepherd only? This sheep has deliberately decid-
ed to leave the shepherd and the pastures that he 
leads to, and turn to its own way. Even after go-
ing out of the way, this sheep was hearing the little 
voice of its shepherd for some time. The sheep was 
thinking that it’s alright, will return very soon. The 
solitary journey, in its first phase, made the sheep 
good feeling and adventurous. But without delay, 
the sheep has realized that it is far away from the 
shepherd that it cannot return back to him. I can-
not hear his voice.

One of the failures that man ever faced is his 
journey out of the divine way. More than the voice 
of the Lord: “but of the fruit of the tree which is in 
the midst of the garden, you shall not eat it, nor 
shall you touch it, lest you die,” man gave heed to 
the voice of satan: “the day you eat of it your eyes 
will be opened, and you will be like God” (Genesis 
3:2-5). $
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 One of the failures 
that man ever faced is 
his journey out of the 
divine way. 

The goal of everyone is to lead a better life. 
In every effort we wish to see its success. It is 
the innate quality of man. - Hit the highest 
point of success. Mentally if there would have 
been no such an aim, human development 
would have been impossible. All the amenities 
that we enjoy today are the result of victories 
that led men to heights. The words of Geode 
are very apt in this context: “I always look up 
to the far-off heights to step up always.” 

The cause for the success of a work is con-
tinuous hardworking. For a workaholic, suc-
cess is certain. The crown of success cannot be 
achieved by two or three attempts. Sometime 
it requires lifelong attempt. The famous Jew-

A priest dies and is waiting in line at the 
Pearly Gates. Ahead of him is a guy who's 
dressed in sunglasses, a loud shirt, leather 
jacket, and jeans. Angel addresses this cool 
guy, “Who are you, so that I may know 
whether or not to admit you to the King-
dom of Heaven?”

The guy replies, “I' m Bruce, retired air-
line pilot from Toronto.”

Angel consults his list. He smiles and 
says to the pilot, “Take this silken robe and 
golden staff and enter the Kingdom.”  The 
pilot goes into Heaven with his robe and 
staff.

Next, it's the priest's turn. He stands 
erect and booms out, “I am Father Bob, pas-
tor of Saint Mary's Church for the last 43 
years.”

Angel consults his list. He says to the 
priest, “Take this cotton robe and wooden 
staff and enter the Kingdom.”

“Just a minute,” says the good father. 
“That man was a pilot and he gets a silken 
robe and golden staff and I get only cotton 
and wood. How can this be?”

“Up here - we go by results,” says Angel. 
“When you preached - people slept. When 
he flew, people prayed.”

ish violinist Menuhin practiced violin daily 
for hours.  Look at his words: “I try as much as 
a musician can do to be.”

To get success in the work, it is very essen-
tial to be enthusiastic as well as self-endurance 
along with hardworking. At the same time, it 
is also necessary to be sincere and fascinated 
towards the works. Dot whisky said: “I think 
about writing while I eat, I talk and I sleep.” 

The success is certain for he that concen-
trates on his work and optimistically moves 
forward without minding what others re-
spond.

ChristianFOR AN APPEALING
PERSONALITY THOUGHTS

A
Hallucination

Towards
Elevation

Jobin Varughese



As a help to facilitate the students understand about 
the importance and the practicability of some good 
characters, a definition from the Character First 
Bulletin is included here. The indebtedness towards 
the said bulletin is conveyed here.

1. The Orderliness
Systematic orderliness is very essential to 

achieve the best result of performance. It is a hu-
man tendency, by knowingly or unknowingly, to 
be a victim of falling into the mistake of doing 
anything in a disorder manner. Therefore, it is very 
important to execute very precise practical meth-
ods. Such organizational qualities will help us to 
use our resources and ourselves adequately and 
achieve the desired result. Organizational train-
ing never takes place naturally, but it should be 
achieved through continuous efforts. 

The instructions of higher officials are termed 
as ‘Order or Commandment’ because it is one of 
the responsibilities of leadership to create a clear 
arrangement in the system. It is very common that 
orders are issued to protect the laws. Protecting 
the law and order is related with each other. The 
community which has no insight on the system 
of order shall have no respect towards the system 
of order. Likewise, where there is no proper sys-
tem of order, there the foundation of the system 
of order shall be perished. By seeing a person’s 
workplace, the arrangements of equipments that 
he uses, papers, etc., one can understand how or-
derly he is. We all desire a good work atmosphere. 
It is really a matter of comfort that the equipments 
are kept in order, keeping table tidy, and the other 
things that are arranged in a proper way. Working 
in an unorganized environment will badly affect 
our thoughts and working ability. Not only that 
but some time it will lead us to impatient feelings 
also. - Surplus dealings, inconveniences and loss 
of times are extra. In order to develop a good dis-
cipline and self-control in a person, he has to be 
well-trained with the necessary qualities from his 
childhood itself. In order to avail such qualities to 
the children, they have to be instructed how to be 
systematic even in the petty things. In each time 
when they follow the system properly, they should 
be more encouraged with commendable words for 
their working style.

2. The Deference
Deference is the act of limiting our freedom 

in order to accommodate others’ interests. Such 
good character will help us to progress in the pro-
cess of respecting others from the attitude of kill-
ing the interests of the people around us. Recog-
nizing their wishes and interests should be given 
more priority than ours. Thus, when we deference 
ourselves in cooperation and respect, without 
compromising our good character, we should be 
responded for their welfare. Deference requires a 
balanced outlook from both the sides. It doesn’t 
mean that on the expense of one, the others are 
making profit. 

Respect and deference should be produced 
naturally without any force or hullabaloo. It mat-
ters our attitude and the lifestyle. We cannot really 
see the existence of oxygen in its natural form. But 
normally we never face any difficulty to avail the 
oxygen air anywhere. The characteristic of oxy-
gen is that it deference itself to our condition and 
makes us satisfied. In the same way, our deference 
should be causing for limiting ourselves in order 
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to serve others and increasing their opportuni-
ties. It is like that whoever we are serving for; we 
are distancing all their inconveniences. It is to be 
noted that our deference is without compromis-
ing to our personal interests and moral principles, 
through which there is a chance that our good 
qualities shall be acknowledged by others. 

Feeling of freedom for anything often brings 
proud and arrogances in the mind of children. 
Therefore, it is not that they do whatever they like, 
but through freedom they should get the liberty to 
do whatever they ought to. When the children are 
mindful to be deference towards the opinions of 
elders and examine them, then they will be able to 
create their self-estimation in a proper way. 

3. The Personal Virtue
The reflection of moral progress and the spiri-

tual blessing in an individual is on the basis of his 
response to the sacred values. The term “by virtue 
of ” is used to say “made others good by reflecting 
the sacred values from the natural life”. In other 

words, there is nothing except “good or valuable”. 
Even without making any lush-plush or hulla-

balloo, our continuous presence can create an im-
pact on others which will be remained with them 
for long time. Though it is a small breeze, but con-
tinuously blows on a plant towards one direction, 
then the plant will bend down. The continuous 
falling of sunrise on a glazier will result into melt-
ing of ice. The influence of a peaceful life that made 
up of continuous purity makes a great impact into 
the life of others which will be a great blessing for 
many. A room is illuminated by a candle because 
it does the work for which the candle is made up 
of. Its interest has to be concentrated on how to be 
blowing down perfectly as required; that’s all. Be-
cause of natural features, it goes on spreading the 
light. The influence of personal virtue cannot be 
attained by force or efforts; but it naturally flows 
in.

While we are glowing in the sphere where we 
are put in, and concentrate ourselves to improve 
our character, our influencing power works more 
effectively than we have envisaged. The personal 
virtue of each one of us and its result the purity of 
life has to be considered as the string that connects 
the others’ perception about us and our real char-
acter. If we keep a concern about our next genera-
tion, we as their teachers and parents should give 
priority to our personal virtue. 

With regard to a decision on who should be 
followed, it is a very big challenge for the children. 
Often children are trapped into following the peo-
ple who lead them to iniquities. It is not so good 
for the children to deal closely with the menace on 
an experiment basis. The things that never be ben-
eficial for the children but put them into jeopardy 
should be detached from their life. There are many 
hazardous things that produce happiness and en-
joyment in children at the first phase, but later on 
they will experience the danger. As they grow in 
such a condition, the good influences of the elders 
should be helpful in the process of making them 
good citizens.

 
4. The Creativity

The power of creativity is revealed by trying 
to view an activity or concept with a new percep-
tion and adopt a method to implement it. Some-
time nothing would have been discovered as new; 
but maybe it would have been examining the old 

Dr. George Samuel

Systematic orderliness 
is very essential to 
achieve the best result 
of performance. It is 
a human tendency, by 
knowingly or unknow-
ingly, to be a victim of 
falling into the mistake 
of doing anything in a 
disorder manner. 
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through new concept or a new method was be-
ing tried out! The willingness to accept new things 
would make us to go through more experiences 
and learning. New perceptive methods help us to 
utilize the present experiences in a more profitable 
way. It should be noted that children are absorbed 
with many other natural and creative powers.

When we are finding for new approaches, 
we should be thinking with different outlooks. 
We will also be able to understand about creative 
thinking by studying others. It has been told that 
Thomas Edison in his childhood had done the 
work of a newspaper vendor to meet with his daily 
means. When he intended to sell more newspa-
pers, he adopted a more practical and new inno-
vative method. Instead of selling more newspa-
pers, he aimed to create such a situation that more 
people purchases and reads the newspaper. It has 
been told that he and the readers have benefitted 
immensely by this. The children should be assist-
ed to think very carefully about their goals. 

The children should be well-educated on the 
rich and comprehensive sources of knowledge 
around them, and also to train them how to keep 
the important information on every subject in 
their mind. Information can be made available 
through libraries, cassettes, day-do-day events 
and contemporary activities. Just like the arrows 
in the quivers are kept for using in right time, the 
information that are kept in their mind can be 
useful whenever they are required. In order to cre-
atively shape the unseen talents concealed in our 
children, a creative power based value-education 
is required. 

5. The Reverence
With the word “Reverence”, we mean to re-

spect the higher authority and its officials who are 
placed above us. Our reaction to parents, teachers, 
law enforcement and other leaders, etc. are the 
conditions of developing our character-building. 
It is very important to know the authority from 
where the power belongs. As we personally re-
sponds to the said official and shows the rever-
ence, in the same way he is also liable to show 
reverence to the origin of his power. The process 
of character-building is based on how we respond 
to the higher authority. He that handles the power 
merely keeps an irresponsible attitude towards all 
authorities, which will bring shame later on.

Honoring a higher authority may not be be-
cause of the integrity of his official post. Instead, 
it is because of the reverence that endows in that 
particular post. The reverence is revealed out-
wardly through obedience. Actually the reverence 
is the reason for obedience. Some time, obedience 
is shown because of fear or compels, and not of 
reverence.

If the higher authorities hold good character, 
by obeying them we will also become like them. 
Being employed under certain people, we can rep-
licate their good characters like accuracy, respon-
sibility, tenderness, harmony, etc. Even though 
the nature and the dealings of the higher officials 
are not desirable, to be obedience to them, we can 
achieve some good qualities in our life. 

With their impatience, way of insistence, 
mimics, angry-behavior, etc., we are developing in 
us the abilities of patience, humbleness, submis-
sion, simplicity, meekness, gentleness, calmness, 
punctuality, workaholic, ability to turn the im-
possible into possible, etc. with the help of an in-

strument, i.e., the higher official. Since such good 
characters will bring lots of honor in our life, we 
will be able to be obedient to even the highest cru-
el people. Not only can that, in certain situations 
through the reverential obedience of individuals, 
good characters be cultivated in the higher of-
ficials too. When the children began to learn to 
respect others in the practical level, they are get-
ting the opportunities for practical lessons at their 
home and neighborhood. 

6. The Gentleness
The gentleness contains the care towards oth-

ers and the interest to fulfill their needs. There 
are many service opportunities available before 
us, which required to be handled with care and 
gentleness. Instead of gentleness, if they are dealt 
with roughness, it dishonors other’s personality. 
Instead of gentle feeling, when we our dealing be-
comes rough with others that hurt them; they will 
try bypass us next time so that they will not be 
hurt again. If it is equipment that we manipulate, 
there is a chance that it gets tampered and stops 
working. But after solving the problem by doing 
required repair works, the said equipment will 
start functioning as if it had nothing happened 
earlier, because the equipment has no memory 
power like man to remember what we did on it. 
Man has the memory power and therefore takes 
the necessary precautionary steps to prevent any 
further ill-treatment or brutal scolding. 

In our dealing with the children, if it’s creat-
ing in them misunderstanding and panic, we are 
destroying the atmosphere of study and obedi-
ence in them. Our gentle and polite dealing help 
us to continue our relationship with others. Re-
member that both the gentle as well as the uneven 
attitudes in our deeds are piled up in the minds of 
the people. While we are engaged in the duties, we 
may forget everything in the tense of carrying out 
the responsibilities in timely manner, and miss 
out to behave gently. Therefore, it is very essential 

to put all efforts to make the said character as a 
part of life. More importance should be given to 
the people who are involved with us in the works 
in which we are engaged with.

It should be ceased to forget that relationship 
is more superior to organizational set ups and ma-
terial possessions. If we take an example of ma-
chineries, in order to prevent the gnashing of two 
wheels, we used to put oil or any other lubricant 
between the revolving spot. Such lubricants will 
help to reduce the stress in between the two ma-
chines and increase the productivity of machines. 
When our behavior becomes gentle and soft, such 
outputs can be observed in our cohesive efforts 
too. If we are able to express a loving word about 
others, it becomes a foundation for good relation-
ships. In order to develop such gentle characters 
in the children, they can be directed to behave 
with the pet animals and other workers at home. 

7. The Initiative
Well before asking anyone for a favor, his 

ability to understand what is to be required and 
having the mind of doing it is called the initiative. 
Such quality is basically required to introduce an 
idea in the functional orbit, and implement it at 
the earliest. Whenever an important issue arises, it 
understands immediately and starts with primary 
action for solution. The zeal by which anything 
has ventured out will affect its further function-
ing. A weak start up will be ended up with deso-
lation. But a strong start up, while it is a base for 
the smooth functioning and at the same time its 
continuity will take it into a successful conclu-
sion. There is an idiom that “a good starting is like 
something on its half way.”

It is an idea that shaped up and brought into 
the functional orbit. The initiative of the one who 
combines the sketch, the commencement and the 
resources together and present it before the co-
workers will be contagiously spread to others also. 
There are certain occasions when children are 
asked to be involved in certain activities together 
and provided them with experiment certificates. 
The objective for such activities should be to de-
velop a passion in the children for doing some-
thing new separately from what they have done 
so far. Availability of real opportunities will help 
them to develop the ability to react quickly and 
visualize. The concept of the seniors doing away 
everything without the involvement of children 
should be taken away, and the children should 
also be involved in some way whether it is deci-
sion-making or functioning of certain matters. 
With regard to their study, there are many oppor-
tunities for them to reveal their initiative. $ 
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In our dealing with the 
children, if it’s creat-
ing in them misunder-
standing and panic, 
we are destroying the 
atmosphere of study 
and obedience in 
them.



The epistle to the Ephesians which we have 
meditated earlier teaches us a lot of spiritual 
truths. The reading of Ephesians 5:22-32, gives 
us an understanding about the subject. The wives 
should be subjective to their own husbands. For 
the husband is head of the wife. It is the main 
subject. What is the meaning of this verse? Is it 
meaning that the wife shall remain slave to her 
husband? Never ever! Today’s’ ladies does not like 
this scripture. The subject “being subjective to her 
husband” has created a big uproar in the world 
women conference. With the term ‘subjective’ 
means a life of dedication. Dedication is required 
not only for wife but also husband. Further read-
ing of that scripture will convey the real meaning. 
Reading from the chapter 5 verses 17 onwards 
communicates what is the will of God. In verse 
18 says: “be filled with the Spirit.” If we are filled 
with the Spirit, we read in verse 19: “speaking to 
one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing and making melody in your heart 
to the Lord, giving thanks always for all things to 
God…” by giving thanks always we can lead beau-
tiful family life. It is not only the matter of either 
wife or husband. Wife, husband and children, all 
are liable to obey the above said condition. When 
we lead a life that controlled by the Holy Spirit, 
it is written that be submissive to one another. In 
verse 21: “be submissive to one another in the fear 
of God.” Here the importance is given for freedom 
for women. The word of God does not teach that 
only the wife be submissive and not husband. This 
knowledge gives to the family a heavenly-experi-
ence. Only an absolute love with each other can 
produce submission and sacrifice. Therefore, let 
us meditate on how should be the family love. 

1. The Sacrificial Love
Just as Christ loved the church, the husband 

should love his wife and the wife loves her hus-
band. In this love, there shall be no selfishness. 
When Christ is considered to be the bridegroom, 
the church is the bride. The church never loved 
Christ, but Christ loved the church. When Christ 
loves the church, the church should be submis-
sive to Christ. In order to love the church, Christ 
came down from the lap of the Father and became 
obedient to the point of death on the cross. Since 
Christ the bridegroom has shown the character 
of humbleness, how much more the church the 
bride should show humbleness? It is the family 
life. When the husband loves the wife purely, the 
wife is obliged to be submissive to the husband. It 
is called the real Christian family.

2. The Sanctifying Love
Christ sanctified the church. Similarly, in the 

procedure of sanctification, the husband should 
come first in the family. We are sanctified through 
the water baptism. In the Romans culture, their 
ladies before their marriage used to take bath in 
the rivers adjoining to their temples, so as to pu-

rify themselves. They believe that with the act of 
that purification, they can satisfy their god. We 
that sanctified through the baptism should be 
in the love of Christ Jesus. If the love Christ has 
misplaced from the husband or the wife, then that 
family life is under slavery. The real love of God 
continues to sanctify everyone in the family.

3. The Caring Love
We should love others as we love our own 

body. As everyone purifies their own body, mem-
bers of the family are obligated to each other. It is 
not instructed here that the wife should be consid-
ered as maidservant or she sits at the footstool of 
her husband; but they should consider each other 
as own body. 

4. The Unbreakable Love
It is because of unbreakable love that the 

husband leaves his father and mother and cleaves 
to his wife. It is the love that works in unity. As 
we change the dresses, the husbands are not al-
lowed to change their wives. A Christian family 
lives in Christ. All the controls and decisions are 
concentrated on Christ. No family is permitted 
to function by making Christ as their guest. He 
is not an unseen guest but He is our unseen host. 
A Christian family got no two partners; but it has 
three partners and the third one is Christ. In many 
families, the third one is satan. He destroys the 
families.  

Wife’s submission to her husband carries 
another meaning. In other word, it can be eas-
ily called as “a Godly-governed family.” The Bible 
says that the wife should be submissive; and to the 
husband, lover your wife. When submission and 
love blend together, the family life will be a heav-
enly experience. The submission is not something 
that can be postponed but it is to be done at once. 

“Your desire shall be for your husband” (Gen-
esis 3:16), “Wives, submit to your own husbands, 
as to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:22), “Wives, submit 
to your own husbands, as is fitting in the Lord” 
(Colossians 3:18), “Wives, likewise, be submissive 
to your own husbands (1 Peter 3:1), “For in this 
manner, in former times, the holy women who 
trusted in God also adorned themselves, being 
submissive to their own husbands” (v. 5).

The wives who consider their husbands as 

the king can only be a queen. Did you ever notice 
how Sarah called Abraham? It is “O Lord.” There-
fore, people who were around him also called 
Abraham. She was queen to Abraham. Nowadays, 
wives call their husbands by name, and also with 
other languages which are not desirable to listen. 
How can she be a queen? It became a universal 
phenomenon and a state when respect cannot be 
obtained by giving respect. Such housewives who 
are not ready to be submissive, reason for equality. 
Therefore, how can a wife who has no submission 
which is an important part of the family life, can 
build a Christian family? 

A true authority can be built by truth only. 
A woman who is greedy for dominance and has 
no submissive life cannot build any monarchy. He 
that is under the authority can only make use of 
authority. As far as an in-submissive woman is 
concerned, she will be a problematic not only to 
her husband but to her children also. She makes 
children orphans, family mess up and homicides 
the family discipline.

The feeling of submission should be debated 
in one more approach.

One of the causes may be the lack of right ap-
proach towards equality. The nature of equality 
generates due to disgrace. Let’s think about a fam-
ily head. There are many differences in the role of 
a President and a Private Secretary of a nation. 
Maybe the Private Secretary belongs to a higher 
caste and socially high background. Instead, the 
President belongs to a lower caste and education-
ally equal to the Private Secretary. What will be 
the consequence if the Private Secretary keeps a 
feeling of disgrace? It darkens the authority and 
the status of the President. We should understand 
that the family life is also like this. There should 
not be any kind of disgrace in the husband and 
the wife. As the nation and the society divide, the 
family will also divide. In that context, there is no 
disparity among Jews or Greeks, slave or liberated, 
man or woman. You all are one in Christ.

Because today’s various women liberation 
associations are interpreting the word “submis-
sive” wrongly, the relationship between man and 
woman goes in vain. Out of Adam’s rib, God did 
not make another Adam. But God made a suitable 
helper who can help Adam to live in cooperation 
with each other, and to share in needy hours. 

How can be a woman created in the form 
of man? It is impossible because man’s rib is be-
ing made to a woman. As long as the second cre-
ation woman is having an organ of the first cre-
ation man, how can the second creation woman 
be above the first creation man? Both can be 
matched up equally but the woman cannot be su-
perior to the first man. The woman must have got 
more honor, position, and privilege than man, but 
whatever it may be, the man is always man and the 
woman is always woman. There is equality, and all 
are equal before the Lord.

                 (to be continued)
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THE SPECIALITY OF A CHRISTIAN FAMILY

Rev. Thomas P. Korah

Just as Christ loved the church, the husband should love his 
wife and the wife loves her husband. In this love, there shall 
be no selfishness. When Christ is considered to be the bride-

groom, the church is the bride. The church never loved Christ, 
but Christ loved the church. When Christ loves the church, the 

church should be submissive to Christ. 
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Middle East: In the banks of Mediter-
ranean river in Middle-East, a skin dis-
ease called Leshmanasis is epidemically 
spreading, a report from the Jerusalem 
Post Report.  The disease is being spread 
by worms. The report says that ISIS mil-
itants are infected by this disease, and 
the infected militants are not ready to 

take the treatment against this disease. 
If an immediate treatment is not sought 
against this disease, it will affect the in-
ternal parts of the body, and causes sud-
den death. Maybe it is a plague that God 
sent to the ISIS militants who made the 
plan to massacre the Christians world-
wide.

ISIS militants are under epidemic threat

Sonepat: Yoga guru Baba Ramdev turned 
down the Haryana government’s offer of 
cabinet rank status, saying he was not 
looking for a ministerial post and wants 
to remain a ‘baba’. He was appointed as 
the brand ambassador of the program on 
Yoga Ayurvedic by the Haryana govern-
ment, which was the reason behind the 
motive of offering him the cabinet rank.

Baba Ramdev declines
Cabinet Minister Status

Sagar: Madhya Pradesh state minister 
became a role model to the politicians, 
ministers, religious and community 
leaders and clerics. Madhya Pradesh 
minster Mr. Gopal Bhargav stated that 
he will perform the marriage of his son 
and daughter in a mass wedding pro-
gram. The marriage ceremony will be 
performed on 22nd on a function held 
at Garhakota. Bhargav said that his de-
cision was endorsed by the Prime Min-
ister.

The minister’s children gets married
in mass-wedding

Jerusalem: It began as a routine remod-
eling project: Muslim authorities replac-
ing an old carpet worn thin by masses 
of worshippers at the Dome of the Rock, 
the iconic, gold-topped shrine that over-
looks the Old City of Jerusalem.

The carpet has sparked a verbal 
holy war over the hilltop compound, 
which is revered by Jews and Muslims 
whose competing claims often spill over 
into violence.

Israeli archaeological authorities 
say the repairs were carried out behind 
their backs, and an Israeli government 
minister urged an immediate halt to 
the work, claiming it might cause ir-
reparable damage. Frustrated Israeli re-
searchers say previously undocumented 
ancient floor designs were discovered 
when the old carpets were peeled off, 
but they didn’t get a chance to document 
the designs before workmen covered 
them up with the new carpet.

Replacing Jerusalem shrine carpet
kicks up a dust storm

Officials with the Waqf, the Mus-
lim authority that administers the Al 
Aqsa Mosque compound, which in-
cludes the Dome of the Rock, reject the 
Israeli accusations. In 1999, the Muslim 
authorities who administer the site dug 
an enormous hole 12 meters (40 feet) 
deep as part of construction for an un-
derground prayer area, dumping 10,000 
tons of earth in a nearby valley and an 
east Jerusalem dump. The director of the 
Israeli Antiquities Authority at the time 
called it an “archaeological crime.”

Last week, Israel’s housing minis-
ter, Uri Ariel of the nationalist Jewish 
Home party, sent an alarmed letter to 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu about the carpeting project. “There 
is no need to elaborate on how important 
this site is, where every modification, 
every excavation with heavy equipment 
can cause irreparable harm to the foun-
dations of the Temple,” Ariel wrote.

Thiruvalla: Most Rev. Dr. Philipose 
Mar Chrysostom Marthoma Metropoli-
tan’s 98th birthday was celebrated at 
the direction of Emmanuel Marthoma 
Yuvajana Sakhyam, Eraviperoor.

98th
Birthday of Mar 
Chrysostom

California: To maintain the conti-
nuity of adolescence, an American mod-
el prefers to bath in swine blood. A fa-
mous model, Channel, 19 years old has 
sought this typical method for maintain-
ing her beauty. In a television interview 
namely “Real Life”, she has revealed the 
mystery of her charming.

She is afraid of adulthood. If there 
is any wrinkling on skin, she will be out 

of profession. To avoid this, she sought 
the advice of many. Thus she got the 
advice of taking bath in swine blood. 
Years before many have succeeded in 
this method.

As she is ready to do anything to 
avoid wrinkling, washes her face ten 
times in a day with blood. While bath-
ing, she applies blood on the body. She 
collects the blood from butchers.

Model’s bath in swine blood
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